GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

GROWING BY LEARNING

LEADING INNOVATION

PURSUING EXCELLENCE

�صاحب ال�سمو (الراحل) ال�شيخ زايد بن �سلطان �آل نهيان

�صاحب ال�سمو ال�شيخ خليفة بن زايد �آل نهيان

His Highness (Late) Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

)2004 - 1966( رئي�س دولة الإمارات العربية املتحدة
President of United Arab Emirates (1966 – 2004)

رئي�س دولة الإمارات العربية املتحدة
President of United Arab Emirates

�صاحب ال�سمو ال�شيخ حممد بن را�شد �آل مكتوم

�صاحب ال�سمو ال�شيخ حمدان بن حممد بن را�شد �آل مكتوم

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed Al Maktoum

 وحاكم دبي، ورئي�س جمل�س الوزراء،نائب رئي�س الدولة

ويل عهد دبي

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

Crown Prince of Dubai

Founder’s Message
GEMS Education continues to inspire generations of learners from across the globe,
whose school successes give them the foundation to go on to achieve greatness
and lead happy, fulfilling lives.
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The quality of our schools and the education they provide is a reflection of the
individuals that lead and support them. These are passionate, dedicated educators
who help change and improve the lives of thousands of children across the globe,
and we hold firm to our belief that all children have the right to a quality education.
We strongly believe that every child has talents and abilities that are as unique
as their personality. We take pride in our inclusive ethos and in our commitment
to helping every family find the right school for their child. GEMS is unique in the
fact that we can offer choices that no other school operator can provide whether
it be the American, English, Indian or IB curriculum. We are also proud to provide
value-add programmes like GEMS Rewards, UniConnect, Student Employment
and GEMS X exclusively to GEMS families, and we will continue to introduce new
programmes in the future.
I would like to thank you for entrusting us with your child’s education and assure
you that at GEMS Education we are committed to bringing out the best in your
child.
Sunny Varkey
Founder
GEMS Education

كتاب املدر�سة ال�سنوي
ر�سالة من امل�ؤ�س�س
توا�صل جيم�س للتعليم �إلهام �أجيال من املتعلمني من جميع �أنحاء العامل ،حيث متنحهم جناحاتهم
املدر�سية الأ�سا�س الالزم لتحقيق الريادة وقيادة حياة �سعيدة وباهرة .
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�إن جودة مدار�سنا والتعليم الذي يقدمونه هو انعكا�س للأفراد الذين يقودونهم ويدعمونهم ،وهم
واملكر�سون للم�ساعدة يف تغيري وحت�سني حياة �آالف الأطفال يف جميع �أنحاء العامل،
املتحم�سون
املعلمون
ّ
ّ
حيث يعمل اجلميع يف جيم�س للتعليم من منطلق �إمياننا ب�أن جميع الأطفال لهم احلق يف احل�صول على
تعليم جيد.
نحن ن�ؤمن بقوة �أن كل طفل لديه مواهب وقدرات فريدة من نوعها مثل �شخ�صيته ،ونفخر بالتزامنا
مب�ساعدة كل �أ�رسة يف العثور على املدر�سة املنا�سبة لطفلها .وجيم�س للتعليم فريدة من نوعها يف
حقيقة �أننا ميكن �أن نقدم خيارات ال ي�ستطيع �أي م�شغل مدر�سة �أخرى تقدميه ،بدءا ً من املنهج الأمريكي
وحتى الإجنليزي �أو الهندي �أو البكالويا الدولية .كما �أننا نفخر بتقدمي برامج ا�ستثنائية مثل برنامج
ح�رصيًا لعائالت جيم�س للتعليم X ،مكاف�آت جيم�س ويونيكونكت و برنامج توظيف الطالب وجيم�س
و�سن�ستمر يف تقدمي برامج جديدة يف امل�ستقبل.
�أود �أن �أ�شكر اجلميع على ثقتهم بنا يف تعليم �أطفالهم ،كما �أ�ؤكد لكم �أننا ملتزمون يف جيم�س
للتعليم ب�إبراز �أف�ضل ما يف �أبنائكم.
�صني فاركي
امل�ؤ�س�س
جيم�س للتعليم

Principal’s Message
It is a privilege to lead GEMS Royal Dubai School and a delight to reminisce about
the past year through the pages of this Yearbook; reflecting on the many learning
opportunities and ‘sunshine moments’ which make our school special. I am often asked
what makes RDS “RDS” and whilst it is difficult to capture in words the wonderful spirit of
our school, it can be attributed to: the beaming smiles of students entering school each
day; the amazing and dedicated staff; supportive and engaged parents; the externally
recognized and innovative challenging curriculum; the thriving extra-curricular
activities; the achievements on the sporting field; the magical presence of students on
stage and the academic achievements in the classroom. Furthermore, the true ‘buzz’ of
RDS is best captured in the community events when we are all able to come together as
one to commemorate and celebrate events such as International Day, UAE National Day,
RDS Family Iftar and World Happiness Day! I would like to take this time to thank each
and everyone of you (students, staff and parents) for your trust, dedication and tireless
energy to make RDS “Phenomenal” (words of the COBIS Inspector).
I would also like to thank you, our parents, for your ongoing support of the school and for
your active engagement in your children’s learning (we have had more parents than ever
join our workshops this year!). Additionally, our wonderful FORDS committee and Local
Advisory Board who readily offer their time and support to ensure the school continually
evolves. Together we are an Outstanding learning community and it was such a joy to
have this recognized by DSIB this year who praised the “Vibrant, harmonious and caring
learning community”.
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There have been many highlights of the year, too many to name here, but there is a key
event I will mention as it captures the essence of our school. Having been at RDS for 14 years, there have been many awe-inspiring moments.
The visit we received from the Austrian Special Olympics team was by far one of those incredible days that I, staff, and the students of RDS
will never forget. We welcomed our athlete visitors with pride. We were blessed and humbled with the warmth and happiness which filled
the school when our guests shared stories of dedication, perseverance, sporting commitment, challenge and success.
This year has also been pivotal in the future direction of RDS as we take the successful Learning Wave model and ICARE dispositions to
make the gear change to become a world class High Performance Learning school. Using the learning characteristics already embedded at
RDS we continue to empower RDS students to think for themselves, be socially confident, and have the learning skills to succeed in school
and in later life. There is no greater sense of pride for me than when visitors, other Senior Leaders, GEMS colleagues and guest speakers
visiting our school comment and commend the excellent attributes of “RDS Learners”.
As students leave at the end of this academic year and move on to the next stage in their learning journey, my wish is that you all remember
you are a treasured part of the RDS family. It has been a pleasure to watch our students grow and flourish into High Performing Learners
and responsible global citizens of the future. May you continue to face the exciting challenges ahead with resilience and zest whether that
is in your new year groups, secondary schools or countries across the world. If you are moving on please do stay in touch and come back
to visit us.
Wishing you a well-deserved and restful summer on behalf of myself, my family, and the staff of GEMS Royal Dubai School.
Yours in education
Vicky Martin
Principal/CEO

Editor’s Message
It has been a real pleasure creating this yearbook with the help of the amazing staff
we have at RDS. This experience has given me a unique insight into all of the fantastic
teaching, creative learning and super events that happen across all year groups at RDS
and I am excited to share it with all of you. 2018-2019 has been a great year, with RDS
celebrating yet another year as an Outstanding school.
The ethos of the school is one of caring and nurturing and we hope you can see and
read this in this yearbook. The children in RDS are able to create the most amazing
memories and their enthusiasm and positivity about RDS and their local community is
evident in all of the pictures, memories and quotes you will find within.

This year we have been fortunate to have many visitors to RDS, including the Austrian
Special Olympic team, Radio 99 and FatboyZ just to name but a few. As usual our amazing
parent community have made sure that all our annual events have been well-attended.
I hope that this book gives you the opportunity to reflect upon the school year and for
all those leaving us this year, we wish you all the best and hope you take fond memories
of your RDS family with you wherever you may go in the world. I would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you to all those individuals that contributes to creating this
yearbook.
Carrie Done - Editor
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Student Council
“I wanted to apply for Head Girl because being a role model
to other students makes me happy. I’ve enjoyed speaking in
assembly because it really helped me improve my speaking skills
and confidence. I would like to wish all the best to the next Head
Girl.”
Carrigan Haftendorn, Head Girl
“I applied to be Head Boy as I wanted to help out and leave a
positive mark on the school. I enjoyed helping out in school
events and interacting with other students. I would like to wish
the next Head Boy good luck”
Joon Woo Park, Head Boy
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‘‘We wanted to be a House Captain as our siblings were also
Student Leaders and we wanted to follow them. The best part
about being a House Captain was that we could encourage
people to believe in themselves’’

Head Boy & Girl

House Captains

Mate Vadasdi and Jasmine Hol, Windsor House Captains
‘‘We think Leadership is all about teaching and helping others. We
hope the next generation of RDS Leaders feel the same and have
the opportunity to improve the school just like us. To achieve you
must believe’’
Rayyan Ramtoola and Tiziri Alkali, Sandringham House Captains
‘‘We enjoyed watching our house dance and cheer when we won
the house points! We wanted to inspire people to lead their own
path. Being a leader has really boosted our confidence’’
Arshaan Khan and Noor Elsawy, Clarence House Captains
“It has been a pleasure to be Balmoral House Captains. When we
are involved in announcing the assemblies we have had so much
fun.”
Leon Howard and Yara Eldick, Balmoral House Captains

Student Council

Student Leadership
“I enjoyed helping and teaching others the
importance of our environment and inspiring them
to love our Earth”
Nouran Reda, Eco Warrior
“Being a Leader? It’s just plain awesome. It has
taught me things that are essential in life. RDS has
given me so much, it was only fair I give something
in return”
Nadia Darmawan, Maths Leader
“This year I got the exciting role of Digital Leader!
The most exciting part of the role was helping others
and making an assembly to showcase online safety”

Civic Leaders

Creative Arts Leader

Digital Learning Leaders

Shriya Vyas, Digital Leader.
“I became a Student Leader to push myself out of
my comfort zone. I have grown as a person since
being a leader and this is a step to help me grow. I
love all three Creative Arts Subjects.”
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Shanaya Khan, Creative Arts Leader
“I enjoyed having the opportunity to discover my
peers talents through Wonderful Words Week,
World Book Day and more!”

ECO Leaders

English Leaders

Innovation Leaders

Science Leaders

Maths Leaders

Sports Leaders

Sophia Rajakulendran, English Leader
“I enjoyed helping others to achieve their goals and
teaching others about different sports.”
Talya Abdelsalam, Sports Leaders
“I became a Science leader because of my interest
in astro-physics and the periodic table. I wanted to
help others learn this”
Gautam Menon, Science Champion

Foundation
Stage
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What an amazing learning journey in FS1 this year! At the beginning of the
year our outstanding FS1 team welcomed the children and helped them to
feel safe in their new environments. They focused on helping the children to
settle into the school routines and developed their social skills by encouraging
them to make new friends by speaking and listening to each other and by
taking turns. Over the year the happy and creative learning environment
helped the children to develop their skills across all areas of learning. This was
possible through a mixture of adult led and child initiated activities whilst
ongoing observations of the children also helped to ensure that the children
were engaged and excited about their learning.
In FS1 the learning went beyond the classroom when the children went to
visit a local fire station and also went on a summer trip to celebrate their
achievements over the year. The children also took part in many exciting whole
school events such as Wonderful Words Week, Maths week, National Day and
International Day. These events helped them to learn about the world around
them and understand why they are all special and unique.
To celebrate our achievements this year, the FS1 parents were invited to watch
the children perform in their winter concert where they saw just how much
they had grown in confidence by performing a song and dance. They also
watched the children join in with the Lego themed Sports Day where the PE
team and Year Six leaders helped them to show the progress they had made in
their physical development. The year concluded with the children celebrating
their achievements in an end of year concert. The FS1 team are very proud of
the progress that the children have made this year and have loved spending
each day with such happy, friendly and fun children. We wish them the very
best of luck as they move into FS2.

FS1 Dolphin

FS1 A: Linda Gasri , Salma Bilshalat, Mohammad Soobashah, Haya Al Haj Nasser, Kinzy Ahmed, Saif Alblooshi, Afra Al Ali, Ruru Xinru, Layan Hamade, Tadgh Abou Rjeily, Omnia Elsergany, Ahmed
Mujtaba, Lojain Elmusharaf, Hamdan Bin Essa, Zayed Rasheed, Daoud Abou Shaweish, Maryam Hassan. Class Teacher: Rebecca McAleenan Teaching Assistant: Vely Tshili LSA: Mabel Gimenez
Nanny: Bimala Gruga
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FS1 Shark

FS1 B: Mohammed Marvi, Faisal Sami, Dina Abuljebain, Omayma Kassem, Ali Balabel, Meya Ardalan, Abdullah Alnuaimi, Aliza Parvez, Hind Aljawali, Haoyang Yu, Eshaal Basid, Aisha Ahli, Khalid Alsaadi,
David Bouassaly, Chen Zou, Rayan Qader, Salama Ajlan, Ayla Albarghouthy, Saif Al Suwaidi, Ali Alobeidli. Class Teacher: Joy Rowan Teaching Assistant: Jocelyn Factor Nanny: Kalpana Rai
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FS1 Seahorse

FS1 C: Noora Ahli, Obaid Al Hadrami, Hamad Bushehab, Bejed Almutairi, Arman Latheef, Junyi Zhang, Taliah Ahmed, Reem Sadeghfard, Tomas Perera, Reem Bahadori, Philippa French, Hessa
Qayed, Jibraan Iqbal, Dirui Bai, Essa Asad, Mohammed Alhassaniq, Leyla Ebraheim, Shumin Yang, Zaid Hamad, Xianjun Xu. Class Teacher: Jaime Hinde Teaching Assistant: Eram Khan
Nanny: Bal Kumari Panday (Binda)
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FS1 Turtle
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FS1 D: Anaya Ismail, Lillian Almarzooqi, Haya Bin Hoaba, Turki Alahmadi, Sidi Lin, Ruben Pelser, Aly Sheira, Taym Mustafa, Abdulrahman Yasin Alhamed, Eben Kraftt, Yousef Yamen Amin,
Qingwei Bao, Fares Thaher, Ghala Al Marqouqi, Joshua Kamal, Saeed Al Dhaheri, Shay Mengal, Haya Shahid Ali Jokhio, Salma Kaddoura, Raphael Elias. Class Teacher: Sian Pascoe
Teaching Assistant: Odessa Geguiera Nanny: Anushka Udeni

FS1 Starfish

FS1 E: Ghaith Alkaabi, Stephanie Samuel, Majed Al Araimi, Burhanuddin Hamid, Salama Al Mehairi, Adam Ghazi, Safia Murfad, Tia Njanike, Pearce El Hachem, Arohi Jain, Raaga Chandan, Sophie
Noronha, Iraj Dalal, Maryam Al Ismail, Shamoil Ibrahim, Sheza Siddiqui, Najat Chabi, Musabbeh Alfalasi, Manaa Saeed, Tayem Radwan, Bader Alremeithi, Laith Morjan. Class Teacher: Hannah Bracken
Teaching Assistant: Clarence Aseguraedo Nanny: Stella Mbabazi
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Foundation
Stage

2

Our Foundation Stage Two provides an inspiring and engaging environment
that promotes independent learning. We have a dedicated and enthusiastic
team that welcomes children and encourages them to learn in a safe, secure
and happy environment. From their very first day, we offer a wide range of
learning opportunities that is enabled through the indoor and outdoor
classrooms. Our experienced team motivate and stimulate children’s learning
and encourage them to try new things. There is a good balance between
adult directed activities and child-initiated activities that enable children to
confidently reach their full potential academically, emotionally and socially.
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FS2 have enjoyed taking part in International Day, where we were able to
celebrate the diversity of our school. Our incredible PE team provided a Lego
themed Sports Day as well as a swimming showcase, showing off our amazing
physical development. We also took part in academic events such as Maths
week, Science Week and Wonderful Words week using the story ‘Giraffes can’t
dance’ as our stimulus for learning. These events have provided the children
with real life learning experiences as well as opportunities to develop their
skills across all areas of curriculum, becoming more independent life-long
learners.
Our outstanding FS2 team have covered a wide range of stimulating topics
that have engaged and broadened their skills, knowledge and experiences.
We started the year with #MyDubai, where children were able to share their
personal experiences in the UAE and visited The Frame; the children compared
the new and old parts of Dubai as well as develop their social studies
knowledge of Dubai and the wider UAE. The children attended informative
class trips such as, Children City, Café Cermique and Green Planet, reinforcing
objectives covered in school and adding to their overall learning experience at
RDS. The year concluded with a celebration concert where children confidently
shared their learning journey throughout FS2 with their parents showcasing
the brilliant progress they have made this year. The FS2 team are thankful and
grateful for the ongoing parent support and we wish everyone the best of luck
as they move forward in their learning journey to Year One.

FS2 Elephant

FS2 A: Yamen Mohamed, Talia Abu Arja, Amna Aljaziri, Youssef Taher, Thyab Hassan, Adam Hassoun, Tia Alhasani, Reema Al Jaghbir, Mohammad Arham Un Nabi, Rayyan Farouk, Shiv Dhakan, Aryeh
Hiran Nair, Kaylee Hanekom, Ghaith Abdulla, Nora Lengyel, Abdulla Al Baloushi, Mohammad Alihan Mengal, Ayaanah Ramiz, Lana Khamis, Shuodi Wang, Aisha Al Wardi, Selma Ait Tahar. Class Teacher:
Nicola Everett Teaching Assistant: Esther Iza Nanny: Tara
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FS2 Hippo

FS 2 B : Abdulaziz Mohamed, Zoe Marcos Yanson, Mazen Kazaw, Alexis Pereira, Hareb Saeed, Veeva Matthews, Aisha Narula, Jumana Hejazi, Atichat Bhankingtongham, Junheng Chen, Anja Essam, Ateeksh
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Mehrotra, Eric Haibo Cheng, Layla Baeis, Hamza Al Emad, Munira Viramgamwala, Abdalla ALshamsi, Mohamed AlMarzooqi, Anas Almatrooshi, Shayan Butt, Milia Hamdan, Chiko Kudze, Aram Melkonian,
Bana Daoud. Class Teacher: Sinead Avitabile Teaching Assistant: Marivic Forro Nanny: Maiya Kumali Rai

FS2 Tiger

FS2 C: Elie Bijo, Ethan Pereira, Aminah Moizuddin, Andrew El Khoury, Maya Ibrahim, Rashed Al Dah, Eshaan Amin, Aiden D Souza, Yassin Sami, Omar Essam, Kriyansh Deb, Ali Bakheit,
Krista Ohanian, Jawaher Alsharif, Yiru Wang, Kayann Hamade, Fraser Martin, Kelly Fleming, Alyazia Salem, Aurelie Shima, Ilyas Oztoprak, Mackenzie Hassane. Class Teacher: Lauren Stokes
Teaching Assistant: Anna Svensson Nanny: Sunita Magar
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FS2 Giraffe
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FS2 D: Sultan Bushaqar, Zainab Asadallah, Ryan Muwlaalmuwalekh, Khalid Shams, Zahra Rangwala, Lilia Al Abbasi, Boyu Chen, Salama Aljaziri, Ahmed Zidane, Maryam Al Doosari, Hamdan Al Hassani,
Zunaira Khalid, Meera Anwahi, Sultan Al Suwaidi, Marwan Ghareeb, Muza Bushehab, Emir Kaan Donmez, Aaron Corcoran, Muhammad Abdullah Usman, Saeed Alobeidli, Sofia Ait Tahar, Fatima Al Remeithi.
Class Teacher: Eva Fotopoulou Teaching Assistant: Margaret Worthington LSA: Giovannah Cinco Nanny: Divya

FS2 Lion

FS2 E: Haya Aamir Abdul Wahab, Nasser Majid Al Suwaidi, Si In Honey Wu, Hang Yu Tan, Liam Cortejo, Ziad Sawalha, Ahmed Hassane, Hamza Ahmed Samir Salama Ismail, Suhail Al Tamimi, Ali Alvi,
Connor Luke Jacques Narinx, Alexandra Fewtrell, Rashid Ahli, Sinan Ibrahimoglu, Sara Alameri, Ida May Al-Hajj, Sophie Brown, Silya Akli, Mikaela Elian, Elyse Alex, Tala Alaeddin Imad Albatayneh.
Class Teacher: Ellie Gosling Teaching Assistant: Jocelyn Tadeja Nanny: Lochani Sunapati
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FS2 Monkey
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FS2 F: Shivam Kakati, Essa Assad, Seha Hewage, Ameerah Murfad, Aarush Anurag, Abdulrahman Ahli, Areej Shaikh, Saeed Ahli, Elissa Bijou, Abdullah Khalil, Yicheng Sang, Eshal Faisal, Vivaan Budki,
Imaan Mohammed, Rashid Alshamsi, Ghaya Bin Essa, Qiluo Wu, Hamdan Khan, Suzaan Sneygans, Sultan Al Falasi, Hakan Alp Kaya, Akshada Dontamsetti, Chenge Kudze. Class Teacher: Victoria
Jennings Teaching Assistant: Michelle Maningas Nanny: Pushparani Kadiravel

FS2 Zebra

FS2 G: Junyi Qian , Aizah Abid, Adam Fallah, Matthias Ramirez, Lily Desouky, Lilia Nawar, Adham Soliman, Muhammad Tayyab Khurram, Hannah Maria, Al –Qasser, Evie Ward , Thani
Abdulla Ali Alshehhi, Saif Al Memari, Sama Ahmed, Shaafay Mustafa, Mouza Aldallal, Gabriela Oakden Dominguez, Nathan Yishak , Ryan Khezri, Reem Al Marri, Cedric Chen, Shamsah Fahad.
Class Teacher: Louise Hurley Teaching Assistant: Keshinee Hisham Manna Nanny: Kaushalya
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FS2 Rhino
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FS2 H: Fatma Ismail Ahli, Maryam Abushi, Shamsa Alrais, Ali Yassine, Mansoor Zarooni, Mahra Alshamsi, Gabriel Hariri, Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum, Yassin Abdelhakim, Nawal Khalid, Taoran Quan, Nael
Salem, Obaid Alshaer, Rashid Al Nashash, Haya Desouky, Maayra Banga Adam Soliman, Sultan Abdulla Alsharhan Alnuaimi, Mansimar Bakshi, Mariam Filippou, Muhammad Zayan Adeel, Eshaal Khairi, Ali
Selim Tuncer. Class Teacher: Emma Trevette Teaching Assistant: Sharon Oxenham Nanny: Jeena

Year 1

This year has been fantastic for Year 1! It began with us welcoming 3 new
teachers to the team. Miss Bowe relinquished her cover role and came into
class full time and Mrs. Cooper and Mrs. Wareing joined us from the UK.
In January, we were in a position to open an additional Year 1 class due to
high enrollments, so Mrs. Fernando returned to RDS to ensure consistency
and a smooth transition for all. We said goodbye to our treasured teaching
assistants Miss. Farhana and Miss. Ellie, but happily welcomed Miss. Nadine,
Miss. Aneska and Miss. Aziza in their place. Miss. Kelly also stepped up and
took on the position of Deputy Leader to support in the running of this larger
than life year group!
The children settled wonderfully in Term 1 and quickly engaged with the
challenging and exciting activities they were set. We were amazed with
their ‘Expo 2020’ projects during our #MyDubai learning, and were also
impressed with the stories they wrote about their home countries and school
environment after working on our text ‘Tom and Rashid’.
Our second Discovery journey focused on ‘choices’ and the children immersed
themselves in understanding morality through the actions of heroes and
villains. The children loved dressing up and designing their own characters,
focusing on their character traits and appearances. We couldn’t believe the
wonderful descriptive writing we were seeing so early in our Year 1 journey!
As we entered Term 2 the children learned about ‘differences’ through
landscapes and animals. They each researched a chosen animal using a
range of sources, such as books, ICT and first-hand information from their trip
to the Zoo! The children were all very proud of the fact files they produced
and the teachers were pleased to see them applying the writing skills they
had been learning in Term 1.
Term 3 saw the children learn about changes through time by examining
the differences between our lives now and the way people lived during
medieval times. The most creative learning happened in our ‘imagination’
concept where the children were given the independence to create ‘A world
of their own’, which they loved. At this stage in the year it was great to see
what independent learners they had become, and they proved to us how
ready they were for Year 2!
Well done to the children, parents and staff for working together to create
such a wonderful teaching and learning experience for us all! Good luck to
every one next year!
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Year 1LB
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1 LB: Roudha Al Balushi, Hashim Al Daour, Aleena Mustafa, Talia Abushabaan, Ameer Hamoudi, Maryam Al Mulla, Roudah Al Afari, Reeman Mohamed, Adeena Rahman, Anezka Svitak, Charles
Patten, Humna Ayaz, Aroush Khalid, Khadijah Kashif, Kapeesh A Dalal, Kavyaa Doshi, Viraj Mehra , Jinxi Yuan, Lev Astionov, Soud Abdulaziz, Atharva Chauhan, Shereen Rathore, Arhaan Talwar, Mariam
Al Romaithi, Nicolas Cid. Class Teacher: Lauren Brockbank Teaching Assistant: Nadine Salama

Year 1AC

1 AC: Peige Siriwardane, Naif Fahd, Ghaith Ahli, Saarah Anoop, Yohana Kassaw, Farook Abdulsalam, Maryam Alzarooni, Isabelle Thomas, Ibrahim Farooq, Júlia Souza, Gabriella Wilson, Zara
Hassan, Mikaail Zeeshan, Hoor Amiri, Alexandros Kafouros, Rayan Hatoum, Adam Eldick, Maryam Bharuchi, Zaid Alkour, Maria Khairi, Laith Hamad, Falak Rangari, Muhammed Khan, Maryam Gargash.
Class Teacher: Aimee Cooper Teaching Assistant: Aira Garcia
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Year 1AB
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1 AB: Meharpreet Bakshi, Lucas Song, Yahya Alshaer, Conor Birch, Fatima Almarzooqi, Vihana Rao, Alexandros Skylakakis, Huda Alsharif, Katarina Wilson, Nour Shima, Saif Abou Shady, Muyun Zhang,
Jannat Mohamed, Jinmin Yang, Ivanka Dsilva, Yasmine Suleiman, Yiwei Jessie Xiang, Satroop Lall, Mohammad Hassan, Aadi Anand, Noor Khadija Shafquat, Hamad Alansari, Lily Masterman-Esquibel, Viraj
Shandilya, Maryam Abouelsoued, Qianran Bao, Aysel Siddiqui. Class Teacher: Angela Bowe Teaching Assistant: Karen Alzapiedi

Year 1LLK

1 LLK: Eshaal Talha, Rawan Alaa, Sophia Laamens, Mariam Al Marzooqi, Abdulaziz Shaikhan, Arya Subramani, Jimena Sasselli-Agueda, Khaled Alblooshi, Mohammed (Waleed) Mubashir, Kimian
Mathews, Diya Asghar, Joshua Johnstone, Noah Hyder, Aseel Shaweish, Oliver Done, Carla Neacsu, Khalifa Abdulla, Sheikha Maryam Al Maktoum, Alahnah Martin, Nahla Mensah, Yuchen (Helen) Ding,
Elisa (Franka) Van Ulden , Yashmit Kankonkar, Ghala Shamal, Zayed (Sultan) Alsaadi. Class Teacher: Leanda Kelly Teaching Assistant: Ezizey Malik
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Year 1RW

1 RW: Anna Ren, Aliya Qais Saeed Quraish Alfalasi, Shaaz Hussain Feroz Ali, Salma Abboud, Matthew Blignault, Sulaiman Khansaheb, Hamad Alshamsi, Nandini Patel, Loay Isam Samir Salah, Nandita
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Sharma, Bradley D Mello, Shehrbano Qaisrani, Sara Essa, Maya Chaker, Juan Chong, Dikuo Bai, Shama Jamal Darwish Al Nuaimi, Archie Angus, Burhanuddin Kanpurwala, Alkadi Alketbi, Brenna Pelser,
Hessa Almarzouki, Mansour Abdulla Ebrahim Abdulla Aljarn, Mikayla Scheepers, Nusaybah Aman. Class Teacher: Rachel Wareing Teaching Assistant: Reem Zidan

Year 1RC

1 RC: Yasmine Elsherif, Nikolaos, Eliya Negib, Yousef Yousef, Jasmina Van Ulden, Iyla Nanayakkara, Thehan Gamage, Abdullah Haddad, Aamya Dhammi, Saud Nalakath, Faris Taj, Kyriaki Rivans, Maryam
Abdelrehim, Mohamed Imbarek, Kiara Arora, Oluyomi Okunowo, Naya El Tahech, Hunter Elbana, Ella Masterman, Fares Alrawashdeh, Chenxi Zhu, Zayed Almarzooqi, Farida Khairy, Tia Abugharbieh, Nelly
Essam Class Teacher: Rebecca Coppock Teaching Assistant: Lavinia Antoce
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Year 1VF
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1 VF: Suhail Al Mehairi, Asena Haliya Kutlu, Mohamed Alsahlawi, Saif Madani, Shanayah Nauman, Amna Saeed, Daniel Arnaout, Adriana Centenera, Rashed Al Suwaidi, Tamara Darwazeh,
Alma Abdulkhaleq, Emma Heydenrych, Sophia Kamel, Yousef Essawi, Abdur Rahman Mohammed, Jonathan Thomas, Alia Taher and Adam Gadalla.Class Teacher: Vanessa Fernando
Teaching Assistant: Anishka Jayasuriya

Year 2

What a fantastic year it has been for Year 2! At the start of the year, we saw new changes to the team with myself becoming Year Leader, Miss Reynolds
joining us from Year 1 and Mrs Franklin joining us from Year 4. Miss Ainscow and Miss Farrell stayed in Year 2 for another year; making Year 2 a team of
creativity, experience and enthusiasm. It has also been lovely to see how well all the new children to RDS have adapted to school life and have enjoyed their
learning experiences.
This year has provided the children with engaging, challenging and ‘real-life’ learning which all of the teachers have enjoyed thoroughly too! We have had
many exciting learning hooks, such as the teachers dressing up as Rockstars and singing about how to be responsible; the mystery of the 7 suitcases which
Captain Ibrahim needed the children to solve; finding our classrooms covered in tin foil after having a very special visitor from another planet, and many,
many more! Having exciting hooks along with clear and purposeful exits points to each unit has been extremely successful and something that the children
have absolutely loved.
Year 2 began with our ‘Learning to Learn’ unit, based on our HPL/ICARE statements with a particular focus on how we learn and the skills we need to access
learning. The children were assigned cooperative learning groups where the children worked closely and collaboratively with different pupils. Finally, we
looked at how The Learning Wave would be represented in our classrooms and how it would facilitate our learning. We have used the Learning Wave
throughout the year to self-assess and decide what our next ‘Wonder moment’ might be.
Our first Discovery Journey started with #My Dubai which required the children to research and explore the concept of transport. They worked on a project
linked to EXPO 2020 which they presented at National Day. It was amazing to see such innovative ideas come from all of Year 2, where the children first found
out about the changes in Dubai’s transport history, as well as then understanding the importance of developing eco-friendly methods of travel. They then
designed their own ‘future methods of transport’. They made all of their teachers proud, especially when they presented them on National Day. We were
also lucky enough to visit Al Sahra desert, where the children found out more about the changes Dubai has encountered and how many traditions live on
to preserve UAE heritage.
Our next concept was Around the World, where the children learned about the 7 continents and 5 oceans, as well as discovering the landscape and human
and physical features, making comparisons and finding similarities. The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the 7 suitcases given by Captain Ibrahim and
worked cooperatively to investigate where in the world they must be from, based on the clues found inside. The children learned all about animals, habitats,
houses and different cultures. They were able to make comparisons using their knowledge gained from their #MyDubai unit of work, which was fantastic to
see. We loved visiting Orbi Dubai in MCC, where we found out even more about habitats and animals from all around the world.
Responsible Rockstars was a new and fantastic concept for Year 2 this year, with a huge focus on becoming socially, morally and physically responsible for
ourselves and others. The children enjoyed learning about how they could become more responsible both at home and at school. They discovered the
importance of showing respect and designed their own poems, teaching others all about how to be respectful and responsible. The highlight was of course
hearing the teachers sing a rock song and then the children ending the unit by inventing their own!
These are just some of the amazing concepts and special days we have experienced this year, all of which the children and teachers have thoroughly enjoyed.
All of the fantastic work that goes on in Year 2 would not be possible without the committed support of our fabulous Teaching Assistants and Learning
Support Assistants. They work tirelessly to ensure that the learning that goes on is outstanding and they always support and encourage the children with a
huge smile on their faces. A huge thank you must go to Miss Ruma, Miss Nancy, Miss Sara, Miss Adriana, Miss Ekin and Miss Rachel.
Finally it is important for us to say a huge thank to the parents. Without your support towards the teachers and that you give your children, this year would
not have been the same. As it is the end of the year we sadly say farewell to our lovely Year 2 children and wish them all the best for the start of their new
adventure as Year 3’s.
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Year 2SR

2 SR: Grace Ward, Katarina Azouri, Adam El-Tatawy, Rayan AbuRabei, Omar Soltan, Xinyan Yu, Hala Al Muwalekh, Mustafa Khalid, Layla Wahb, Rashid Alameri, Yosr Hached, Karina Barcaru, Josef Khreiche,
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Suhail Al Jasmi, Sophia Olajide, Tariq Alturk, Jeebal Mohamed, Zainab Khairi, Ayat Minhas, Mohammad Abbas Altaf, Dylan Faddoul, Mohammed- Zeeyad Ayub, Inayah Rahman, Rayyan Nagaria, Ayaan
Murtaza, Alia Al Ali, Yousuf Khan. Class Teacher: Suzanne Reddy Teaching Assistant: Rumana Shaikh

Year 2RAF

2 RAF: Shamma Sultan, Mohammad Anwar Zabin, Sam Shirazifard, Omar Aljammal, Maya El Noboulsy, Esah Ismail, Abdulla Bin Essa, Junxi Qian, Reem Alblaooshi , Arianna Mudiyanselage, Shafiya
Shamzani, Sameer Ahmed, Ansharah Yousuf, Jayden Thomas, Yasin Al Jendi, Abdulla Taher, Alia Ahmed, Ibrahim Parham, Zoya Khan, Caitlyn Laryea, Raima Mahmood, Chloe Wangeci Kariuki, Yahya
Mohamed, Omar Ahmed, Aisha Bushehab, Hisham Chaudhary. Class Teacher: Rachel Farrell Teaching Assistant: Rachel Mbaire
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Year 2LER
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2 LER: Maryam Rahideh, Zareen Danishwar Niamat, Noor Albastaki, Hamed Aljawaly, Khylan Reddy, Ali Khatoun, Leda Sebestyen, Butti Bin Hoaba, Jolie Abodiab, Kareem Abdo, Faris Alaraimi, Emaan Baig,
Mido Sammak, Noora Aljaberi, Adam Abu Arja, Ameer Albatayneh, Abdelrahman Abuelwafa, Haneen Al Doori, Alaena Mouffer, Mostafa Ahmed, Suhail Almuhairi, Morgan Taylor, Faris Abudayyeh, Zeina El
Gharably, Amir Khan, Sara Sadeghfard, Aly Hosny. Class Teacher: Leigh Reynolds Teaching Assistant: Adriana Filipescu LSA: Ekin Fiteni

Year 2HMF

2 HMF: Rashed Mubarak, Jean-Marc El Khazen, Ines Weir, Amal Al Tamimi, Adham Ibrahim, Kashish Kadam, Kendra Cabrera, Temuujin Tumenjargal, Ryan Issa, Sara Awan, Tia Mahmoud, Nicole Krejsa,
Raudha Naseer, Rashid Ahli, Thanvi Vinayaa Jeyendiran, Haya Abublan, Divine Togarepi, Habib Arouni, Celine Al Dabbass, Mira Kobeissi, Mahad Hussam Qureshi, Mehek Mudassar Deshmukh, Nuha Haq,
Marita Kobrossi, Charlie Bracken, Youssef Gasri. Class Teacher: Hannah Franklin Teaching Assistant: Nancy Emam LSA: Ekin Fiteni
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Year 2CMA

2 CMA: Ayla Ibrahim, Prisha Shetty, Adam El Shafei, Rania Khaleel, Inaaya Abid, Dany Badr, Burhanuddin Marvi, Rashid Aldallal, Yousef Othman, Abdulaziz Alrais, Ahmed Khan, Abdulaziz Khansaheb,
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Mohammed Khalil, Raneem Salah, Ayra Humayun, Mohammad Jamal, Tahani Rahiman, Mahad Mafuzur Rahman, Alexandra El Khazen, Ayesha Izhar, Latifa Al Dallal, Megan D Mello, Ranim Ben El Haj
Massouad, Lara Albarghouthy, Maria Severino, Arzeen Malik. Class Teacher: Carla Ainscow Teaching Assistant: Sarah Zainudin

Year 3

What a wonderful year it has been for the awesome Year 3 students! Throughout the year they have never failed to show amazing
effort, enthusiasm and resilience across all of their learning, they are incredible role models and we are all very proud of them. We
began the year welcoming new children from all around the World. We have also been very fortunate to welcome an incredible
team of teachers and teaching assistants who have been invaluable to the children’s learning. I have thoroughly enjoyed my new
role as Team Leader, as well as welcoming Mrs Basson from Year 4, Mrs Deery joining us from the UK and Miss Jackson and Miss
Grey who taught in Year 3 last year.
Throughout the year the children have all shown wonderful enthusiasm towards all of their learning. They have fully immersed
themselves in our exciting hooks- from a Dinosaur invasion, experiencing a natural disaster to the teacher’s lack of communication
in the ‘Stone Age’. We began Year 3 exploring our Learning to Learn unit of work, developing the children’s growth mindsets and
skills to learning effectively using our HPL/ICARE statements and our RDS Learning Wave. It has been fantastic to see the children
demonstrating these skills throughout the year as well as showing a fantastic thirst for learning always beginning and finishing
their learning with many exciting Wonders.
Leading on from our Learning to Learn unit, we began our Discovery Journey exploring #MyDubai, answering our concept question
‘How has trade changed our city?’ The children enjoyed researching the changes to Dubai using our geographical skills comparing
maps, researching trade as well as an exciting trip to the Dubai Spice Souks where the children used their Mathematical skills to
trade money for an item which represented trade in the UAE.
Siddhant explained enthusiastically, “I loved this trip! In my team we visited many of the stalls in the Souq and bought some
delicious spices and a magnet. We even got to go on an Abra across the Creek, it was so much fun!”
The children brought their learning back to school and created a project linked to EXPO 2020 where they explored how to make
Dubai a sustainable city, they confidently presented their ideas to children and parents during our National Day.
Term 2 began with a rather unusual start, it appeared that the teachers had been involved in a historic natural phenomenon.
We set to work straight away interviewing each teacher to discover what had happened to them. Poor Miss Jackson had been
involved in the Haiti earthquake in 2010 whilst Miss Grey was in the wrong place at the wrong time when Hurricane Fred hit Cape
Verde in Africa. What a disaster!
Our learning adventures continued into Term 3 where we enjoyed exploring the Stone Age and communities throughout history.
A highlight of the year was our Poetry Picnic, we shared our wonderful poems with our parents as well as performing them with
our class. Sports Day was a fun-filled day where we very much enjoyed the Lego theme, the children’s effort, enthusiasm and
team spirit was fantastic it made us all very proud of them indeed. Camp was a huge success this year! It was great to see so many
children attending camp for the very first time creating wonderful memories. The children completed team-building activities,
low ropes as well as learning about survival skills which related to our learning about the Stone Age and Communities.
All of this would not have been possible without the passion and dedication from our amazing Year 3 team: Mrs Basson, Miss Grey,
Miss Jackson, Mrs Deery, Miss Anne, Miss Zoe, Miss Sara, Miss Jisha, Miss Rey and Mr Abe. I would also like to say a huge THANK
YOU to our amazing parents. The support you have given to your children has been invaluable and we are extremely grateful.
We are so proud of the children and their accomplishments this year; it has been a pleasure to be a part of each child’s learning
journey this year. We will miss the children very much but we are excited to see them progress in their journey to Year 4. We wish
them the best of luck!
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Year 3AWH
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3 AWH: Gia Zameel, Raneem Yassine, Rodrigo Calvo, Noekin Santos, Ahmed Maher, Ayumi Khan, Youssef Maher, Abdulla Alzarooni, Mohammad Riyan Rizwan, Abir Ahmed, Stefan Milson, Moza Alkaabi,
Clara Barrett, Alana Fernandes, Brooke Hol, Sara Alsharif, Siddhant Saravana, Ali Elnashar, Raudha Al Dhaheri, Farah Al Hashmi, Rana Ramtoola, Mira Alfalasi, Lili Mustafa, Celine Chen, Maha Asim, Arabella
Goncalves. Class Teacher: Abbie Williams- Hall Teaching Assistant: Zoe Khawala, Analyn Conception

Year 3SG

3 SG: Carter Brooks, Angela Cheng, Aroush Khurram, Ahmed Syed, Ali Tahir Mohammad, Ahmad Alawadi, Wenlu Long, Eisa Fazlan, Hamed Alshaer, Jana Mohamed, Omar Al Barwani, Ayaan Deen, Rayan
Saeed, Aylin Faddoul, Esteban Olivier, Yuthmika Kariyawasam, Riya Subramani, Evan Saad, Kenda Abdel Qadar, Dana Alkaitoob Alnuaimi, Hamed Amiri, Salma Khairy, Kinda Hamed, Liam Misselhorn.
Class Teacher: Scarlett Gray Teaching Assistant: Sara Hamed, Reyhaneh Nawrozzadeh
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Year 3MD

3 MD: Mayed Al Blooshi, Jenna Omar Mohamed Abdallah, Jay Chakravarthy Anand, Szheanelle Erich Santos, Rawdha Alfalasi, Syed Muhammad Ahmed, Christopher John, Rasib Ali, Haya Al Sharhan,
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Adnan Alamoosh, Sham Ibrahim, Aesha Sharma, Adiva Sharda, Khalid Albayati, Daania Rangari, Altan Richard Fiteni, Ibrahim Kobrossi, Saif Ahmed, Mohammad Mubeen Mubashir, Layan Abuhulwan, Aisha
Lamloum, Maitha Anwahi, Johan Kurian, Bushra Alfalasi, Reem Hamoudi, Sophia Najjar, Jury Hamed. Class Teacher: Maggie Deery Teaching Assistant: Analyn Concepcion

Year 3SJ

3 SJ: Meera Alharthi, Emad Abdullah, Essa Sami, Adam Mohamed, Mira Ghareeb, Alanood Salem, Ahmed Alhumaidi, Faris Yassin, Shahd Alobeidli, Affan Navid, Serhan Haq , Asma Algergawi, Malak Mutaz,
Rot Aranout, Yassin Mtwally, Bandar Alrawashdeh, Odysseas Stefanou, Alex Alnajjar, Hareb Shamal, Yehia Ghali, Ethan Pereira. Class Teacher: Samantha Jackson Teaching Assistant: Sara Hamed
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Year 3TB

3 TB: Mahadevan Senapathy, Lola Weir, Aaron Kassaw, Jana Abdel Qader, Adnan Ibrahim Sadekali, Katherine Peng, Mira Kaddoura, Yazan Alamer, Mohammad Kremid, Tayma Aljaloudi, Jonathan
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French,Meera Gadelrab, Sophia Butres, Azlan Khan; Bora Peter Fiteni, Callum Simpson, Jad Sarieddine, Kindah Mohamed, Marco Kovacevic, Hassa Alfalasi, Alisha Parvez; Mila Taleb, Mia Aoun, Haya
Mansour, Omar El Samadisy, Alisha Verma, Sama Al Nashash. Class Teacher: Tania Basson Teaching Assistant: Jisha Madhaban Enrichment TA: Abe Tenorio

Year 4

This year has been an incredible one for Year 4! At the start of the year, we saw changes to the team with myself becoming Year
Leader, Miss O’Keefe joining us from Year 4 and three new members of staff joining us: Miss Fisher, Mrs Tabner and Mr Dempster. Not
only did they settle in quickly but they have brought great creativity and exciting learning ideas to the team. It has also been lovely
to see how well all of the new children joining us this year have settled and adapted to the learning styles of RDS.
This year has provided the children with engaging, challenging and ‘real-life’ learning which all of the teachers have enjoyed
thoroughly too! Having exciting hooks, along with clear and purposeful exits points to each unit, has been extremely successful. We
began the year by examining our HPL/ICARE statements with a particular focus on how we learn and the skills we need to access
learning. This led into us building upon our cooperative learning where the children worked closely and collaboratively with different
pupils. Finally, we looked at how the Learning Wave would be represented in our classrooms and how it would facilitate our learning.
The children are very confident with sharing their ideas, understanding their next steps and knowing that learning is continuous.
They are excited by learning and have no fear when it comes to new challenges. Their thirst for knowledge and enthusiasm to create
new Wonders has been wonderful to see this year.
Our first Discovery journey started with #My Dubai which allowed the children to research and explore the concept of Sustainability.
They worked on a project linked to EXPO 2020 which they presented at National Day. It was amazing to see such innovative ideas
come from all of Year 4. The children really have wanted to make lasting changes to help protect the environment with reduction of
plastic waste being their priority. Not only did they make changes to how we recycle in school but they also thought of ideas that
could have a positive impact on the wider community and the world. Fantastic role models!
Term 2 smoothly transitioned into looking at culture, community and population around the world; closely considering tribes and
how they live. The children were able to build upon their skills and apply them to different locations around the world as well
as comparing different cultures to the UAE. Their passion and dedication to basic and moral rights was brilliant to see- especially
through their debating skills. Creating their own tribe was a highlight as their exit point and one we will all remember!
Earlier in the year, the children took part in the Equine Education Programme at the Meydan Racecourse which was a fantastic
learning opportunity. It led to us participating in the Fun Day World Cup where we came 2nd place in the talent competition! Our
Lego themed Sports’ Day was, as usual, a fun day for all and especially for some competitive teachers. All of the children showed great
support for each other and for different classes.
These are just some of the amazing concepts and special days that we have experienced this year and that all of the children and
teachers have thoroughly enjoyed.
All of the fantastic work that goes on in Year 4 would not be possible without the committed support of our fabulous Teaching Assistants
and Learning Support Assistants. They work tirelessly to ensure that the learning that goes on is outstanding and they always support and
encourage the children with a huge smile on their faces. A huge thank you must go to Carmina, Jushanie, Milica, Yasmine and Mr Abe.
Finally, it is important for us to say a huge thank you to the parents. Without the support that you give your children and the teachers,
this year would not have been the same. So THANK YOU!
As it is the end of the year, we sadly say farewell to our lovely Year 4 children and wish them all the best for the start of their new
adventure in Year 5. We hope that they continue to succeed and be excited about their learning journey and we know that they will
be great role models for the younger year groups. Well done for a fantastic year!

45

Year 4LK

46

4 LK: Joory Al Abbasi, Hind Madani, Reem Ahli, Lifu Bao, Eirini Kafourou ,Hamza Elnayeb, Flynn Whitehouse, Fatima Almarzooqi, Pierre Bebawy, Sambhav Jain, Karen Massoud, Sukhveer Lall, Moaz Yassien
Mohamed, Tilly Done , Brishkhend Mengal ,Mosopefunoluwa Okunowo, Saeed Alaraimi , William Loft,Zara Rasheed,Thomas Foster, Hamda Alfalasi, Maya Halpin, Miriam Lootah, Lina Laith, Mashel Faisal.
Class Teacher: Lauren Kavanagh Teaching Assistant: Ma. Carmina Garcia – Dizon LSA: Milica Kovacevic

Year 4BD

4 BD: Justin Ong, Elli Theodoridou, Ahmed Sheira, Saif Moussa, Leah Solomon Yishak, Sophia La Saga, Zain Jaber, Nourseen Zuraiqi, Sakina Rangwala, Meitha Faisal, Eleni Rivans, Shahad Juma, Hamda
Adel Alfalasi, Salama Alsahlawi, Salma Saeed, Sarah Khreino, Ahmad Sara, Zeid Aljammal, Salwa Ramadan, Humaid Alshamsi, Ysabella Yanson, Lina Hached, Jibreel Farooq, Sophie Murtaza, Yousef Elzokm.
Class Teacher: Brice Dempster Teaching Assistant: Yasmine Kablaoui
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Year 4KT

4 KT: Shayan Baig, Layal Eldick, Dua Farooq, Nasser Al Suwaidi, Imaani Ismail, Shayna Vyas, Akram Helmy, Keenan Hanekom, Karlo Swanepoel, Anika Kenath, Lamiha Sharfuddin, Alma Ibrahim,
Miriam Fallah, Omar Shehata, Caitlyn Johnstone, David Khreiche, Joodie Alassaf, Ella Rizk Alwan, Nithini Mehara Jayarathna, Ghaya Aldallal, Melissa Iordanoiu, Hana Abdelhay, Gerasimina Kombou.
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Absent: Tushant Avudurthi Class Teacher: Katie Tabner Teaching Assistant: Ma. Carmina Garcia – Dizon

Year 4GC

4 GC: Reagan Katetei, Ghalia Hejazi, Yimo Xiang, Trinesh Liyanage, Kristen Ninan, Emily Oliver, Ayaan Saad Siddiqui, Nidhi Nair, Rohaan Talha, Mohamed Al Hussaini, Back row. Misbah Choudry, Gauri
Santhosh, Randitya Handa, Omran Alansaari, Zeina Baeis, Abdulrahman Aldaowr, Jasmine Ania Al-Qasser, Ahmed Almuhairi, Veer Shandilya, Alesya Eryin, Callum Coppock, Abdulcebbar Filiz, Zoe
De Kock, Sara Almarzooqi, Maya Eladawy. Class Teacher: Graham Champsey Teaching Assistant: Jushanie Gooneratne
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Year 4MF

4 MF: Zoe Lengyel, Jiexi Fan, Muhammad Rayaan Omair, Al Ghala Alkhoori, Lincoln Brooks, Amaana Iqbal, Maryam Alnuaimi, Aron Raul, Daleen Dwedari, Gerasimos Kontogouris, Katherine Blignault,
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Mohammad Ayyan Nadeem, James Marrington, Antranik Melkonian, Jushanie Gooneratne, Sandy Essawi, Affan Ahmed, Meg Fisher, Lilia Akli, Lelyan Abdulkhaleq, Devansh Paremekattil, Jannah Gadalla,
Maria La Saga, Liyu Peng, Alia Alharthi. Class Teacher: Meg Fisher Teaching Assistant: Jushanie Gooneratne

Year 4CK

4 CK: Aisha Siddiqui, Hamda Alsahlawi, Omar Naseer, Annabel Angus, Sam Bright, Marc Boussaly, Hessa Ahmad, Maya Kripa Joseph, Sheikha Abdullah, Bianca Isaila, Maitha Shamal, Ayra Ansari,
Reem Algahdiri, Rafay Mahmood, Lizbeth Alex, Mahmoud Tawfiq, Ibrahim Chaudhary, Zoey El Hachem, Maryam Bin Essa, Yousuf Wani, Joshua Bennett, Jawaher Binmasood, Monai Ahmed, Saffiya
Hassan, Yahia Eltaieb, Aria Mathews Class Teacher: Clare O’Keefe Teaching Assistant: Yasmine Kablaoui
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Year 5

What a wonderful year it has been for Year 5. I have thoroughly enjoyed leading Year 5 and for the first time, working
alongside Miss O’Driscoll and Mrs. Angus. We welcomed both Miss Kelly and Mr. Cooper from the UK to join our
experienced and fabulous team. In addition to our teachers, we also welcomed three wonderful teaching assistants
from other year groups: Miss Chui, Miss Jisha and Miss Mirium. As always, Miss Lynda has supported both Year 5 and
6 excellently through enrichment, various events and many other things. Without these ladies we could not do our
job! Our team have worked diligently to make the learning experiences exciting and enjoyable for our learners all
year and we have been thoroughly impressed with everything that they have achieved and accomplished.
Our Concept Curriculum has provided our learners with stimulating and enriching contexts for learning and has
encouraged them to apply their skills in a variety of subjects and situations. Our Learning to Learn Unit at the
beginning of the year focused on our learning dispositions (ICARE) to ensure that our students have a firm grasp
on their capacity as a learner. These were later updated in line with our new High Performing Learner framework.
We have been so impressed with how independent the children have been, using the Learning Wave effectively to
articulate their learning process and direct their own lines of enquiry.

52

Our #MyDubai unit was a great start to the year as we focused on celebrating the Year of Zayed. We enjoyed learning
about traditional Emirati culture and how this is still prevalent in our society today. Through reading Julia Johnson’s
‘The Leopard Boy’, we created a toolkit for cultural stories and then produced our own animations, which were
innovative and creative. All of the children loved using Toontastic to create their animations and we were very
impressed.
A highlight in Term 1 was our ‘Guardians of the Galaxy’ unit of work. As well as focusing on the scientific knowledge
of our spectacular solar system, we enjoyed researching how we can become cosmic citizens. We learned about
a variety of ways that we can become more environmentally friendly. A moment to remember was when a guest
speaker came from the UAE Space Station came to tell us all about the UAE’s plans to visit Mars! Our learners stunned
their teachers again with their innovation skills by creating their own planets and some groups had the opportunity
to showcase these during our EXPO presentations during National Day.
Term 2 and 3 were opportunities to celebrate history! We loved our ‘Infamous Invaders’ unit of work, particularly
focusing on the accomplishments of the Vikings. We practiced our debating skills and then produced a both a
letter and creative newspaper report to recount the events of the Lindisfarne Invasion. We then moved forward in
history and focused on ‘Ancient Civilizations’. A highlight of this unit was producing our magnificent myths, which
we transformed into movies!
We have had many wonderful special events and days to remember in Year 5: National Day, International Day,
Athletics Day, Sports Day, Trip to the Special Olympics, Sci-Fest Speakers, Residential Camp, Competitions, Math
Week, Wonderful Words Week and many more.
The Year 5 students have made our team exceptionally proud and we are so thankful to have had the support from
our wonderful families – thank you! We wish each and every learner the best of luck moving forward into Year 6.
We bid farewell to some of our families, students and teachers, who are moving on to other schools, cities and
countries. We wish you all the very best of luck and thank you for a phenomenal year.

Year 5AR

5 AR: Fahad Alzarouni, Ali Sheeraz, Kareem Kaddoura, Mohammad Alhaddad, Liliana Sabry, Ali Nuaman, Anoushae Shah, Yahia Soltan, Joseph – Alexandre Abi Semaan, Jack Oxenham, Angela Najjar,
Sabrina Al Dahhan, Alizeh Sherjan, Yaseen Moussa, Rashed Al Khazraji, Majid Sulltan Ali Mohammad Abdullah Alsubaihat, Troy Galloway, Warsan Fahad, Alia Moursy, Hamdan Alfalasi, Ulyana Fischer, Hind
Al Mudharreb, Yousef Mahmood, Kresimir Tepes, Robert French. Class Teacher: Anthony Riley Teaching Assistant: Sia Chui Chui

53

Year 5BC
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5 BC: Maktoum Alyassi, Hamdan Al Ansari, Youssef Youssef, Jamil Malas, Faris Redha, Aljouri Alketbi, Jood Shams, Haya Daoud, Cole Kudze, Mahra Alafari, Moaza Al Mansoori, Enzo Apuya, Sarra Bakheit,
Malavika Thomas, Fatima Navid, Charlotte Howell-Jones, Damiana Atteya, Jiya Vivek, Tawassal Khan, Mark El Massih, Hessah Lootah, Armaan Khan, Ahmed Khan, Kaylan Katetei, Yossef Tourky, Ibrahim
Aljarn. Class Teacher: Brynn Cooper Teaching Assistant: Mirium Augustine

Year 5LOD

5 LOD: Sarah Mustafa Rashid, Aiymen Vaqqas, George Hany Gamil Youssef, Lloyd Wynne Oxenham, Ishaq Mohamed Mouffer, Muhammad Emaad Zulaid Khalid, Rola Hamza, Ibrahim Ali Lari, Linmeng

Song, Hind Essa Al Haj Nasser, Rawdha Amer Alobeidli, Aysha Humaid Al Humaidi, Nadin Ibrahim Salama Moursi, Layla Sarah Lakhdim, Dhairya Parthesh Desai, Rakan Salem Al-Dhaheri, Samira Swan, Jenara
Vainavi Nahallage, Wael Fadel Mohd Wael Kremid, Yasmin Ebraheim Abdulla Saeed Al Yammahi, Youssef Saeed, Adam Amin Ahmed Mohamed Amin Ghali, Orhun Cem Selcuk, Hareb Majid Mohammed Ali
Aljawali, Arqam Hussam Qureshi, Bilal Amir Amir Yousuf Absent: Sara Greta Simon Class Teacher: Laura O’ Driscoll Teaching Assistant: Mirium Augustine
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Year 5RK
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5 RK: Alma Yahya Abu Hulwan, Anaya Uzzam Malik, Mikaela Pereira, Sky Sebastian Pertierra, Laiba Asif, Margarida Rodrigues, Rayed Farook, Alexander El Khoury , Nadia Khan, Nicholas Mathews , Ahmed
Elsamadisy, Kaylin Fernandes, Faisal Hamzeh, Omar Jaber, Salar Hamtaei Pour Shirazi Fard, Hamza Abdelwahab, Majid Alzarouni, Roshan Mathews, Mohamed Almheiri, Yousif Arouni, Maiara Neacsu,
Maryam Abusirdaneh, Saad Ahmed, Lana Zaza, Talya Abdelsalam, Maria Hamdan. Class Teacher: Rionach Kelly Teaching Assistant: Sia Chui Chui

Year 5CA

5 CA: Omar Hosny, Amira Taher, Abdulla Alkour, Bilal Ahmad, Ahmad Saif, Kayden Hanekom, Bea Misselhorn, Nadim Azouri, Lilia Butres, Elsa Seyedzadeh, Yaseen Al Shaer, Malek Kobeissi, Antonio Aoun,
Ademe Akimzhanova, Sophia Rajakulendran, Khalaf Hadi, Sophie Marrington, Nouran Reda, Borna Dorri, Lara Saffarini, Allen Issa, Jassim Al Ali, Muhammad Khan, Al Reem Al Hassani, Ayesha Abubakr.
Class Teacher: Clare Angus Teaching Assistant: Jisha Madhavan and Lynda Marrington

57

Year 6
58

This year has been an amazing one for Year 6! At the start of the year, we saw changes to the team
with myself (Mrs. Farrell) becoming Year Leader and Mr. Tabner joining us as a new member of staff
to RDS. Together with Mrs. Done and Mrs. Saunders we have worked hard as a team to develop an
exciting and creative curriculum for all our Year 6 students. We truly believe that this has been a
great year in Year 6 and that we have provided the children with engaging, challenging and ‘reallife’ learning which has prepared them for life beyond primary school and RDS. We have introduced
exciting ‘hooks’ along with clear and purposeful exit points to complement each learning concept
and unit of work. Each concept has been extremely successful in teaching the children lifelong skills
for learning which we hope they will take with them to Secondary School.
This year we began by examining our HPL and ICARE statements with a particular focus on ‘how we
learn’ and the skills we need to access learning across the curriculum and outside of the classroom.
We built upon our already established cooperative learning skills from Year 5. The children explored
how the Learning Wave would be used in all lessons to facilitate learning and reflect on next steps
and new wonders. This helped to establish an attitude towards continued learning and has allowed
children to tackle every single experience and challenge in Year 6 head on!
Our first Discovery Journey started with #MyDubai and the concept of The Evolving School. We
hooked the children in with a Victorian Day at school and used this stimulus to develop their
EXPO 2020 project for a Future School design. Their innovative ideas and collaborative team work
produced some outstanding designs which were printed using our school’s new 3D printer – truly
inspiring and examples of what tech geniuses they really are!
Our second Discovery Journey had the focus of Power and Influence – a concept built on people and
the media with the question – Does Power always lead to Influence? The children explored all forms
of ‘power’ and how individual people and the media can ‘influence’ in a positive or negative way. This
lead to many moral and social discussions, debates and some exceptional non-fiction writing in the
form of newspapers and articles.
The transition into Term 2 came from the previous concept and children were hooked into Crime
and Punishment with balanced writing linked to the media. We then developed the concept with
the question – Does every crime deserve a punishment? As part of this, we explored controversial/
environmental issues such as capital punishment and water conservation. The children learned

about these issues both nationally and globally which helped them develop their own ideas and
opinions. They researched, argued, debated and had to convince others through persuasive writing
– all skills which require critical thinking and adaptability – high performance learning at its best!
Alongside our curriculum and concept learning, Year 6 students have taken part in many
extracurricular activities, enrichments days and events across Dubai. Year 6 camp was a highlight
for many of our students; an adventure filled with wind-surfing, rock-climbing, kayaking, and most
importantly pushing themselves out of their comfort zones. What a courageous bunch of students!
They worked well as a team and 100% supported each other – a truly humbling experience to
witness!
Athletics Day and Sports Day will also go down in history at RDS with Year 6 students breaking
records and setting goals which has opened doors for sporting activities across the year. So many of
our children are now athletes in football, rugby, tennis, golf, swimming, dance and the list goes on...
International Day and National Day are always a highlight of the year, as we get to celebrate living
in the UAE as well as our different nationalities and cultures. We are so very proud of our Year 6
students and their respect and tolerance towards others. We truly have outstanding students and
leaders in Year 6! These are just to name some of the amazing concepts and special days that we have
experienced this year which all of the children and teachers have enjoyed immensely.
All of the fantastic work that goes into making Year 6 amazing would not be possible without the
committed support of our fabulous team of Teaching Assistants and Learning Support Assistants.
They work tirelessly to ensure that the learning that goes on is outstanding and they always support
and encourage the children with a huge smile on their faces. A huge thank you must go to Ms. Lynda,
Ms. Ansa and Ms. Diana.
Finally, we must say a HUGE thank you to all the parents. Without your support throughout the year
none of this would have been possible. So as we say goodbye to our amazing Year 6 students we
wish them well and all the best for the start of their new adventure in secondary school. We hope
that they continue to succeed and be excited about their new learning journey and we know that
they will continue to be great role models and thrive in secondary school. Well done for a fantastic
year and for all your hard work at RDS!

Year 6RF

6 RF: Rayyan Ramtoola, Maryam Al Ghuwais, Yara Elnaboulsy, Jack Whitehouse, Sean Thomas, Joseph Aoun, Nooran Agha, Thenuli Medagama Gamage, Mate David Vadasdi, Joon Woo Park, Noor Elsawy,
Nadia Darmawan, Malachi Thekkethil Joseph, Ara Malkasinian, Jasmine Hol, Fathia Fathallah, Carrigan Haftendorn, Tiziri Akli, Ali Al Ansari, Omar Mohasseb, Leong Wern, Shafiqa Shamzani, Yara Eldick,
Shaimaa Abdelrehim, Class Teacher: Rebecca Farrell Teaching Assistant: Ansa Shafaat
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Year 6CD
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6 CD: Ali Hamoudi, Haya Amiri, Shriya Vyas, Mohammed A Alfalasi, Munther Jaghbir, Gautam Menon, Lukas Hanzlik, Asma Jegham, Enaiyah Mohammed, Kirill Khoroshaev, Nora Tariq Taher, Mostafa
Abdelaziz, Jaafar Hassan, Tia Taleb, Ayesha Sultan, Isla Trainor, Ethan Chan, Sara Al Sharhan, Malak Dahman, Monika Swanepoel, Vivian Melkonian, Eshal Kashif. Class Teacher: Carrie Done Teaching
Assistant: Diana George

Year 6BT

6 BT: Nanediri (Hannah) Siriwardane, Lama Alkhoori, Saifeldeen Al Daour, Yassein Elnayeb, Ahmed Wahb, Ali Maher, Shabib Almarzooqi, Mohammad Thani Alfalasi, Tameem Zgallai, Thomas Cattan, Yousef

Yassin, Ramez Minhas, Priyam Mallick, Faisal Fawaz Allatiya, Akram Etilib, Nasser Khalid Lootah, Noura Ahmed Ai Abdullah Nasser, Mariana Rodrigues Severino, Presley Riche, Nisheli Jayarathna, Marina
Sasselli-Aguedo, Fernanda Houghton, Freya Bawarchi, Lewis Coppock, Abisoluwa (Jemima) Olajide. Class Teacher: Ben Tabner Teaching Assistant: Ansa Shafaat
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Year 6LS
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6 LS: Jood Hejazi, Noor Parham, Ivan Astionov, Rami Hamza, Huzaifa Rangwala, Subuhi Siddiqui, Mathis Hazell, Saif Alafari, Ali Abdulkhaleq, Howie Baker, Arshaan Khan, Humza Ahmed,
Leon Howard, Rashed Almulla, Zaid Adeel, Mira Alshaer, Sarah Alkaitoob, Shanaya Khan, Dulguun Tumenjargal, Nooh Abdulla, Mohammed Sultan Binhatem. Class Teacher: Leigh Saunders
Teaching Assistant: Diana George and Lynda Marrington

Sports Squads

Wow! What a sporty year we have had at RDS with more children involved in our
physical extra-curricular activity programme than ever before.
Our teams have had an extremely successful year; we may need to expand our
trophy cabinet! Football and Rugby has continued to develop with some star
performances in the league games. Some of the highlights of the year are when
the Year 5 swimmers won their age group division in the DAPSA finals and the
whole team placed second; the girls were third in the GEMS Swim Cup; the Year
5 & 6 Netball girls won their divisions as did the girls Touch Rugby Team. The boys
Basketball Teams were undefeated in their divisions with Year 5 crowned overall
champions in Dubai! and also champions of the GEMS basketball cup. Dance has
gone from strength to strength with double the number of dancers involved
in performances and competitions. The Royal Dance Squad came second in the
UDO dance championships with some individuals placing in the Dance Battles.
RDS had a record number of runners competing in the numerous Cross Country
competitions partly due to the popularity of the Thursday morning running
club. Golf, Hockey, Water Polo and the Aquathlon were some of the alternative
competitive sports that RDS competed in and around Dubai.
Congratulations to each and every one of our squad members. We are extremely
proud of your commitment and dedication to RDS sport. May your enthusiasm
and energy continue for future years to come.
Physical Education Department

BACK ROW: Orhun Selcuk, Malachi Joseph, Mate Vadasdi, Jenara Nahallage, Yara Eldick,
Arshaan Khan, Jibreel Farooq. FRONT ROW: Enaiyah Mohammad, Ayumi Khan, Mathis
Hazell, Sarah Rashid, Layal Eldick, Ali Taher Mohammad.

Under 11

Hockey Squa d

Tenn is Squa d
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BACK ROW: Lewis Coppock, Kirill Khoroshaev, Carrigan Haftendorn, Jasmine Hol, Jack
Whitehouse. FRONT ROW: Thomas Cattan, Charlotte Howell-Jones, Faisal Hamzeh,
Tameem Zgallai.

Under 11

Under 9
Under 9
BACK ROW: Rasib Ali, Azlan Khan, Ahmed Adeel, Affan Ahmed, Yahia Eltaieb, Tushant
Avudurthi, Jiexi Fan, Mubeen Mubashir. FRONT ROW: Rayaan Omair, Ali Taher
Mohammad, Adnan Sadekali, Ayaan Deen, Jibreel Farooq, Emad Abdulla.

BACK ROW: Shafiqa Shamzani, Yara Eldick, Tiziri Akli, Jasmine Hol, Shaimaa Abdelrehim.
MIDDLE ROW: Joe Tourky, Mathis Hazell, Akram Eltilib, Howie Baker, Saifeldeen Al Daour, Yaseen
Moussa, Tameem Zgallai. FRONT ROW: Huzaifa Rangwala, Sarah Rashid, Malek Kobeissi, Asma
Jegham, Lilia Butres.

Under 11

Roun ders Squa d
Cricket Squa d
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BACK ROW: Karlo Swanepoel, Sam Bright, Johan Kurian, Eirini Kafourou, Tilly Done, Flynn
Whitehouse, Joshua Bennett. FRONT ROW: Saif Moussa, Annabel Angus, Ella Alwan,
Layal Eldick, Jibreel Farooq, Shayna Vyas.

BACK ROW: Howie Baker, Sean Thomas, Zaid Adeel, Mate Vadasdi, Gautam Menon. MIDDLE ROW:
Jack Oxenham, Omar Mohasseb, Dhairya Desai, Jack Whitehouse, Saad Ahmed, Ishaq Mouffer.
FRONT ROW: Kayden Hanekom, Ahmed Khan, Troy Galloway, Mathis Hazell, Lloyd Oxenham.

BACK ROW: Haya Mansour, Wenlu Long, Layan Abuhulwan, Aisha Lamloun, Ayumi Khan. MIDDLE
ROW: Celine Chen, Mira Kaddoura, Farah Al Hashmi, Alana Fernandes, Arabella Goncalves, Lili
Mustafa, Sophia Najjar. FRONT ROW: Jury Hamed, Kindah Mohammed, Brooke Hol, Abir Shaweish,
Mira Ghareeb, Gia Zameel, Kinda Hamed.

Year 4

Year 3

Netball Squad

BACK ROW: Sophie Murtaza, Saffiya Hassan , Zara Rasheed, Lilia Akli, Karen Massoud.
MIDDLE ROW: Eirini Kafourou, Joodie Alassaf, Ella Alwan, Tilly Done, Annabel Angus, Maya
Halpin, Miriam Lootah. FRONT ROW: Leah Solomon, Lamiha Sharfuddin, Alma Ibrahim,
Layal Eldick, Ghalia Hejazi, Kristen Ninan.

BACK ROW: Anaya Malik, Sophia Rajakulendran, Layla Lakhdim, Margarida Severino, Nouran Reda, Maiara
Neacsu, Sophie Marrington, Alia Moursy. MIDDLE ROW: Linda Song, Sarah Rashid, Angela Najjar, Warsan Fahad,
Sabrina Al Dahhan, Lara Saffarini, Yasmin Al Yammahi, Liliana Sabry, Lilia Butres. FRONT ROW: Talya Abdelsalam,
Alma Hulwan, Al Reem Al Hassani, Ademe Akimzhanova, Samira Swan, Nadia Khan, Nadin Moursy, Mahra Alafari.

Year 6

Year 5
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BACK ROW: Nooran Agha, Presley Riche, Isla Trainor, Shriya Vyas, Mira Alshaer, Dulguun Tumenjargal.
MIDDLE ROW: Jay Wern Leong, Ayesha Sultan, Shafiqa Shamzani, Carrigan Haftendorn, Jasmine
Hol, Shaimaa Abdelrehim, Yara Eldick. FRONT ROW: Eshal Allah Ditta, Mariana Rodrigues Severino,
Sarah Alnuaimi, Noor Elsawy, Jood Hejazi, Noor Parham, Enaiyah Mohammad.

Year 3&4

Swim Squa d
BACK ROW: Joshua Bennett, Callum
Coppock, Ahmad Sara, William Loft, Marko
Kovacevic, Ysabella Yanson, Hamza Elnayeb,
Jiexi Fan.
UPPER MIDDLE ROW: Emily Oliver, Ali
Elnashar, Tilly Done, Ella Alwan, Lili Mustafa,
Yazan Alamer, Veer Shandilya.
LOWER MIDDLE ROW: : Rodrigo Calvo, Saif
Moussa, Farah Al Hashmi, Reem Hammoudi,
Youssef Maher, Brooke Hol, Jury Hamed.
FRONT ROW: Kinda Hamed, Evan Saad, Eisa
Fazlan, Mira Ghareeb, Ayaan Deen, Lola Weir.
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Year 5&6

BACK ROW: Jasmine Hol, Carrigan
Haftendorn, Tiziri Akli, Hamdan Al Falasi,
Nouran Reda, Maiara Neacsu, Shafiqa
Shamzani.
UPPER MIDDLE ROW: Ivan Astionov, Alia
Moursy, Yasmin Al Yammahi, Mate Vadasdi,
Mariana Rodrigues, Margarida Rodrigues,
Omar Jaber.
LOWER MIDDLE ROW: : Ishaq Mouffer,
Faisal Hamzeh, Joon Woo Park, Sara Simon,
Adam Ghali, Yaseen Moussa, Thomas Cattan.
FRONT ROW: Linda Song, Nicholas Mathews,
Asma Jegham.
ABSENT: Aysha Al Humaidi.

BACK ROW: Callum Coppock, Joshua Bennett, William Loft, Zaid Al Jammal,
Lilia Akli, Johan Kurian, Eirini Kafourou. UPPER MIDDLE ROW: Hamza Elnayeb,
Jibreel Farooq, Annabel Angus, Tilly Done, Ali Elnashar, Lili Mustafa, Zoe Lengel.
LOWER MIDDLE ROW: : Farah Al Hashmi, Emily Oliver, Sophia Najjar, Youssef
Maher, Jiexi Fan. FRONT ROW: Lola Weir, Hind Madani, Shayna Vyas, Yuthmika
Kariyawasam, Saif Moussa. ABSENT: Thomas Foster, Ahmed Al Humaidi.

Year 5&6

Wate r Polo Squa d

BACK ROW: Jasmine Hol, Carrigan Haftendorn, Tiziri Akli, Hamdan Al Falasi, Nouran Reda,
Maiara Neacsu. MIDDLE ROW: Ivan Astionov, Nicholas Mathews, Alia Moursy, Shafiqa Shamzani,
Mariana Rodrigues, Asma Jegham. FRONT ROW: Ishaq Mouffer, Faisal Hamzeh, Joon Woo Park,
Mate Vadasdi, Adam Ghali, Thomas Cattan, Omar Jaber. ABSENT: Aysha Al Humaidi.

Year 5&6

Year 5&6
Year 3&4

Aqua thlon Squa d
Cros s Coun try

BACK ROW: Asma Jegham, Tiziri Akli, Carrigan Haftendorn, Nouran Reda, Shafiqa
Shamzani, Alia Moursy. MIDDLE ROW: Mariana Rodrigues, Ivan Astionov, Mate
Vadasdi. FRONT ROW: Joon Woo Park. ABSENT: Aysha Al Humaidi.

BACK ROW: Arshaan Khan, Mariana Severino, Mate Vadasdi, Jasmine Hol, Tiziri Akli, Isla Trainor,
Shafiqa Shamzani, Nooran Agha, Jack Whitehouse, Malachi Joseph. UPPER MIDDLE ROW:
Lewis Coppock, Hamza Abdelwahab, Shabib Almarzooqi, Angela Najjar, Shaimaa Abdelrahman,
Sophia Rajakulendran, Ademe Akimzhanova, Saif Alafari, Lloyd Oxenham, Ahmed Wahb. LOWER
MIDDLE ROW: : Saifeldeen Al Daour, Kayden Hanekom, Kareem Kadoura, Yaseen Moussa, Ishaq
Mouffer, Jack Oxenham, Joe Tourky, Nisheli Jayarathna. FRONT ROW: Liliana Sabry, Lilia Butres,
Alma Hulwan, Asma Jegham, Laiba Asif, Sarah Rashid. ABSENT: Aysha Al Humaidi.
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Hamza Elnayeb, Callum Coppock, Sam Bright, Saif Moussa, William Loft, Jibreel Farooq, Ahmad Sara,
Ahmed Abdelaziz.

Year 6

Year 4

Ysabella Yanson, Jay Wern Leong, Yara Eldick, Hessa Lootah, Carrigan Haftendorn, Ayesha Sultan,
Shaiimaa Abdelrehim, Sarah Rashid, Noor Elsawy, Maria Hamdan.

Year 5

Girls

Basketba ll Squa d
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Mohammad Alhaddad, Joseph Alexandre, Alexander Al Khoury, Ishaq Mouffer, Borna Dorri, Tawasal
Khan, Adam Ghali, Malek Kobeissi, Fahad Al Zarouni, Yaseen Moussa.

Tameem Zgallai, Lewis Coppock, Mate Vadasdi, Sean Thomas, Joseph Aoun, Nasser Lootah, Jack
Whitehouse, Ara Malkasinian, Akram Eltilib.

BACK ROW: Shayan Baig, Yahia Eltaieb, William Loft, Affan Ahmed, Ahmed Abdulaziz.
MIDDLE ROW: Keenan Hanekom, Omar Nasser, Lifu Bao, Hamza Elnayeb, Sam Loft, Jibreel
Farooq. FRONT ROW: Saif Moussa, Yousef Mohammed, Thomas Foster, Karlo Swanepoel,
Nasser Alsuadi.

Year 6

Year 4

BACK ROW: Yehia Ghali, Ali Elnashar, Hamed Alshaer, Ahmad Alawadi, Altan Fiteni, Johan Jurian,
Bora Fiteni. MIDDLE ROW: Ahmed Sami Syed, Adam Mohamed, Ahmed Adeel, Yousef Maher,
Yassin Mtwally, Evan Saad. FRONT ROW: Hareb Shamal, Muhammad Kremid, Faris Mohamed, Jad
Sarieddine, Eisa Sami Syed.

Year 5

Year 3

Foot ball Squa d

BACK ROW: Yassin Moussa, Ishaq Mouffer, Wael Kremid, Yousef Mahmood, Adam Ghali, Troy
Galloway. MIDDLE ROW: Kareem Kaddoura, Kayden Hanekom, Ahmed Khan, Jack Oxenham,
Fahad Alzarouni, Lloyd Oxenham, Faris Reda. FRONT ROW: Abdulla Alkour, Mohammad Alhaddad,
Joe Tourky, Jamil Malas, Ali Sheeraz.

BACK ROW: Akram Eltilib, Howie Baker, Yousef Yassin, Mate Vadasdi. MIDDLE ROW: Saifeldeen
Al Daour, Ali Faisal, Arshaan Khan, Lewis Coppock, Saif Alafari. FRONT ROW: Yassein Elnayeb,
Thomas Cattan, Tameem Zgallai, Mathis Hazell, Mohammed Alfalasi. ABSENT: Leon Howard.
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BACK ROW: Ishaq Mouffer, Arshaan Khan, Mate Vadasdi, Jack Whitehouse.
FRONT ROW: Lloyd Oxenham, Faisal Hamzeh, Troy Galloway, Tameem Zgallai,
Jack Oxenham.

Golf Squa d

Shayna Vyas, Shriya Vyas

Girls

Girls
Boys

Foot ball Squa d
Touc h Rugb y
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BACK ROW: Yara Eldick, Jasmine Hol, Carrigan Haftendorn, Shafiqa Shamzani,
Shaimaa Abdelrehim. MIDDLE ROW: Hind Al Mudharrab, Talya Abdelsalem, Fernanda
Houghton, Alma Abu Hulwan, Maria Hamdan. FRONT ROW: Layal Eldick, Layan Abu
Hulwan, Sarah Rashid, Alana Fernandes, Shayna Vyas. ABSENT: Mafalda Vieira.

BACK ROW: Yara Eldick, Shafiqa Shamzani, Carrigan Haftendorn, Ayesha Sultan. MIDDLE ROW:
Sarah Rashid, Sophia Rajakulendran, Jay Wern Leong, Shaimaa Abdelrehim, Sophie Marrington,
Noor Elsawy. FRONT ROW: Shayna Vyas, Tilly Done, Asma Jegham, Talya Abdelsalam, Laiba Asif,
Annabel Angus.

BACK ROW: Bora Fiteni, Ibrahim Kobrossi, Altan Fiteni, Eisa Fazlan, Callum Simpson. FRONT ROW: Ali
Taher Mohammad, Youssef Maher, Ali Elnashar, Ayaan Deen, Yuthmika Kariyawasam.

Year 4

Year 3

Rugb y Squa d

BACK ROW: Lifu Bao, Yahia Eltaieb, William Loft, Joshua Bennett, Hamza Elnayeb. FRONT ROW: Karlo
Swanepoel, Kenan Hanekom, Sam Bright, Flynn Whitehouse, Saif Moussa. Absent: Thomas Foster.

BACK ROW: Ishaq Mouffer, Saad Ahmed, Salar Shirazi Fard, Hamza Abdelwahab, Yaseen Moussa, Troy
Galloway. FRONT ROW: Kayden Hanekom, Yahia Soltan, Lloyd Oxenham, Faisal Hamzeh, Omar Jaber,
Jack Oxenham, Mohammad Alhaddad.

Year 6

Year 5
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BACK ROW: Jack Whitehouse, Mate Vadasdi, Sean Thomas, Joseph Aoun, Nasser Lootah, Akram
Eltilib. FRONT ROW: Tameem Zgallai, Yassein Elnayeb, Arshaan Khan, Omar Mohasseb, Malachi
Thekkethil, Mathis Hazell. Absent: Leon Howard.

Dance Squa d

Regal

BACK ROW: Eirini Kafourou, Sophie
Marrington, Warsan Fahad, Hessah
Lootah, Sara Al Sharhan, Yasmin Al
Yammahi, Angela Najjar.
UPPER MIDDLE ROW: Ayumi Khan,
Talya Abdelsalam, Maya Eladawy, Bea
Misselhorn, Gerasimina Kombou, Layal
Eldick.
LOWER MIDDLE ROW: Hessa Ahmad,
Moaza Al Mansoori, Maryam Bin Essa,
Brooke Hol, Jawaher Binmasood, Callum
Simpson, Ademe Akimzhanova, Anaya
Malik, Gia Zameel.
FRONT ROW: Fatima Almarzooqi, Jury
Hamed, Mahra Alafari, Maya Joseph,
Kinda Hamed.
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Royal

BACK ROW: Jay Wern Leong, Shafiqa
Shamzani, Jasmine Hol, Carrigan
Haftendorn, Isla Trainor, Marina Sasselli,
Ayesha Sultan, Alizeh Sherjan.
UPPER MIDDLE ROW: Sara Bakheit,
Thenuli Gamage, Rayyan Ramtoola,
Mate Vadasdi, Callum Coppock, Yara
Eldick, Malak Dahman.
LOWER MIDDLE ROW: : Lana Zaza, Ara
Malkasinian, Haya Daoud, Lilia Butres,
Elsa Seyedzadeh, Alma Hulwan, Liliana
Sabry, Joon Woo Park, Noor Elsawy.
FRONT ROW: Daleen Dwedari, Nidhi
Nair, Ella Alwan, Abir Shaweish, Moza
Alkaabi.

Swim Galas
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Sports Day
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Great Sporting Moments
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Learning Skills
The Learning Wave is an analogy created by Royal Dubai School as a tool for learners to describe their learning process.
This is an adaptation and development of John Edward’s work on ‘The Pit’. We believe that this tool has provided our
learners with a framework and understanding of how they learn, encouraging the children to wonder and explore
lines of enquiry. We aim to nurture wonders and uncertainties as a fundamental part of a learner’s process as it builds
excitement and curiosity. As teachers we facilitate an enriching, stimulating learning space to allow children to
discover new skills and concepts, try out different possibilities and link ideas together to master learning objectives.
When drawing upon various sources of research our learners may develop new wonders which should be supported
and encouraged. When the children have acquired new ideas, skills and concepts we provide opportunities for them
to apply their learning across different contexts and consolidate their learning in a variety of ways.
The school has adopted High Performing Learning as a way of bringing together our Learning Wave and ICARE
Models. Pupils use these to become High Performing Learners.
The school has full adopted the philosophy by using the Cognitive Domains (ACPs) and Values, Attitudes and
Attributes (VAAs) to inform the language of ICARE. These are skills and behaviours pupils need to have to achieve the
best they can. This comes from the HPL research conducted by Deborah Eyre over many years.
Pupils are now able to articulate where they are on the Learning Wave by using the ICARE language and state the
skills and behaviours they are using and most importantly, how they can improve.
The School delivers an enhanced and innovative version of the National Curriculum for England which is in unison
with the UAE Vision of 2021. This is achieved through a Concept Curriculum, a modern approach of teaching
concepts through real life links and various contexts but which provide entrepreneurship, innovative and creative
opportunities that extend students aspirations and curiosity. It is intrinsically interesting, motivating and diverse.
This allows learners to use a variety of skills, embedded through our HPL/ICARE values to acquire, apply and transfer
knowledge whilst enabling students to have agency over their learning. We promote skills such as collaboration,
critical thinking and independence by the use of continuous provision that leads into co-operative learning groups
as the children move further up the school.
We have adapted the coverage of contexts to include the UAE to develop student’s knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of Emirati traditions, culture and the values which influence UAE society. In addition, the children are
then able to apply their understanding to wider contexts such as their home country and that of others.
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Arabic & Islamic
It is another successful year learning Arabic at GRDS. The
focus across the school has been on improving listening and
speaking. The team has had frequent training to help learning
Arabic. The individual teachers have also continued working on
their professional development while networking with other
Gems Arabic departments to enhance teaching and learning
and the development of resources used when teaching Arabic.
The Arabic and Islamic book fair proved to be a great success,
with many parents buying books to support their children’s
love of reading.
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To enhance students’ love for Arabic and language
development, Talk for Writing has been implemented. It has
increased children’s confidence and understanding of the
language and engaged them in storytelling, before they write
their own.
Where applicable, ICT is embedded throughout lessons and has
helped in adding a new and a motivating learning dimension
for students. ICT is assessed through iPads, laptops, and access
to the I Mac and PC suites.
The Islamic department has been working really hard not only
to maintain the great level of students, but also to improve
it further through the vibrant real life-based activities that
enhance the experience of the outstanding learning process
taking place in our school.
The students were able to show amazing progress this year,
which is a token to the wide variety of activities we have
provided, such as the Islamic academy that we offer before and
after school to meet the needs of all students (contains lessons
about Qur’an, Seerah, Tajweed, and Worship); these have had a
wonderful impact on the student’s learning. We had engaging
assemblies that showcased the amazing work done throughout
the year such as: (Ramadan assembly, National day (that links
the learning in classrooms with the UAE culture) etc.) and others.
Mohamed Abdallah

French
The French department has worked extremely hard this year to ensure that children
have made outstanding progress. Although French is a new language for many the
children, their keen interest and enthusiasm have enabled the children to succeed
in this subject. A range of creative and interactive activities are provided to support
their learning of French and also to ensure that it is fun, such as digital learning and
games. The children have learnt a vast range of new vocabulary about topics such as
the weather, animals, parts of the body, fruits and colours. One of the wonderful results
from learning French is that the children are able to transfer their knowledge of the
language into helping them in other subjects and daily life.
David, one of the students in year 4 says, “French is my favourite subject because the
teacher always gives us funny activities to do on our iPads. Moreover, Lilia added, ‘’ I
have family who I now can communicate with through my increasingly broad French
vocabulary.” Year 2 have had the opportunity to attend a fun French Club to learn this
fantastic language before they start regular lessons in Year 3!
I am very proud of my GRDS students for all their hard work and input. Therefore, I am
pleased to say that French is fun for all!
Hasiba Hamdi
French Teacher
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Science
“The important thing is to never stop questioning.” – Albert Einstein.
How has Science developed at RDS?
In the above quote, Albert Einstein encapsulates the way we approach Science at RDS. The development of
our learning model (the learning wave) has encouraged students to delve deeper into their learning, question
it and form new learning questions which they are able to act upon to solve. Through the development of our
‘concept curriculum’, students across all year groups have the opportunity to make links between their learning
and transfer skills. During Wonderful Words Week, students embraced their year group story and used this as
inspiration for their Science lessons. Year 6 completed various Harry Potter themed experiments while Year 4,
as part of George’s Marvelous Medicine, created their own investigation after finding inspiration from George!
#MyDubai
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In Term 1, all students at RDS created a mini-expo which was showcased on National Day. Many of these
projects involved the themes of sustainability, creativity, responsibility and opportunity. It was fantastic to
see the children’s learning displayed in a big event which we were able to celebrate with parents. During this
time, Upper Key Stage 2 participated in enrichment events. Year 5 took part in a workshop focusing on Cosmic
Citizenship, and also had a visit from the Mohammad bin Rashid Space Centre. Year 6 completed a workshop
entitled ‘exponential technology’ before actually visiting the Expo 2020 site.
“I really loved the talk from the female Emirati Space Engineer. It was interesting but shocking to hear that the
astronauts who will go on the mission to Mars will not be able to return as they have not yet figured out how to
return safely to Earth.” – Lilia, 5CA
Extra-Curricular Science at RDS
So many of our students love Science, and this is shown in lessons through their enthusiasm, questioning and
application. In KS2, many of our students also chose to engage in the ECA opportunities provided. There have
been some fantastic adventures for students as part of their school trips too!
Meet the Team
Science is a team effort at RDS. We would also like to thank the team of Science student leaders: Anousche,
Amira, Gautam and Rawda, for planning and organizing events through the year for KS1 and KS2 students; and
Miss Elena and Miss Helena, our lab technicians, who have been super organized to support all the teachers
(from FS1 to Y6) who have put a lot of effort into designing incredible Science learning opportunities. Thank
you to our Science Champions, Mrs Angus and Mrs Saunders for ensuring Science continues to be one of the
favourite subjects in our school!
Leigh Saunders and Clare Angus - Science Leaders
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Creative Arts
What a wonderful year we’ve had in Creative Arts! There’s been lots
of ECAs, competitions and exciting learning activities galore, all
supported by our very own awesome Miss Levy.
Join us as we take a journey through some of the wonderful learning
experiences that our students have enjoyed across the department
this year. In their own words....
“The best thing about Drama is that even after an hour and a half
session we don’t want to leave. Drama is not only fun, but it gives
us confidence, teaches us many theatre techniques and life skills
and you get to express your imagination. I learnt that I have a great
imagination! It is awesome!” - Year 4 student
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“Why we like art class is because we can use our imagination
in so many creative projects. Our minds are always on another
adventure when we go to art and there’s no right or wrong with Mrs.
Pemberton, she tells us mistakes are excuses to be more creative!”
Shanaya Y6 and Sophie Y5
“Music is fun! We play lots of different instruments and sing lots of
different songs every lesson. I can play a song using Rhythm and
Pitch!” – Year 1 student
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Wonderful Words Week
During Wonderful Words Week this year we saw the whole school came
alive with stories, poems, words and characters. The theme was ‘United
by Words’ in line with the Emirates Literacy Festival and all year groups
from FS2 to Year 6 were fully involved in all events. FS1 and FS2 enjoyed
hearing ‘Friendship is about Dubai’, read to them by the author, Stefanie
Opitz who brought her puppets along with her to bring the story to life.
Julia Johnson visited Year 4 with her interactive workshop about her
book, ‘The Secret of the Cave’. Year 3 were lucky enough to be visited
by Sheetal Durve who led a watercolour illustration session, where the
children created a painting of their own, linked to her book ‘Dream
Diaries’. We were so impressed by all the entries to our Extreme Reading
Competition and Secret Story Quest as well.
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A highlight of the week was the performance of Ali Baba and the Forty
Thieves by Kevali Productions. The students loved joining in with the
dancing and actions to help Ali Baba and his family on their adventure.
Some of the teachers even went up on stage to join in! All year groups
really enjoyed the opportunity to celebrate this Arabian story and all
the funny characters. Another memorable moment of the week was
some children in Year 5 spending time with Lost, the German Shepherd
from the Reading Dogs Company. The children read their books to him
to help him feel calm during a busy week!
On World Book Day at the end of Wonderful Words Week all year groups
dressed up as characters from the book they had been looking at all
week. The Year 1 teachers and children looked fantastic as ‘The Day
the Crayons Quit’ and the Year 6 children looked as though they had
just stepped out of Hogwarts after a week learning about ‘Harry Potter
and the Philosopher’s Stone’. Throughout the week the classrooms and
corridors were filled with innovative, real life learning celebrating reading,
writing and spoken language through all areas of the curriculum. Year
4 made potions linked to Roald Dahl’s ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’,
FS2 created their own dances like Gerald in ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by
Giles Andreae and Year 2 used their Mathematics skills to design a new
treehouse for the lost boys in Peter Pan.
Many thanks from the English Team,
Emma Trevette, Clare O’Keefe, Sam Jackson

Maths Week
This year we celebrated Mathematics Week in October, with many different activities
to get the children and parents loving Maths. Each year group completed a real life
Mathematics project, which helped them to understand how often we use Mathematics
in our daily lives. Foundation Stage and Year 1 created amazing pictures of the Dubai
Skyline using Numicon to support their understanding of counting and number bonds.
Year 2 created individual models of food trucks from Last Exit. They then created a new
menu for their food truck and priced each item accordingly using their knowledge of
money, addition and subtraction. Year 3 students were asked by Mrs. Martin to create
a new layout for our National Day celebrations. For this, they needed to learn arrays for
different multiplication facts. They then built 3D replicas of their National Day stalls.
Year 4 focused on water consumption in school. They used a variety of containers and
discussed this in the context of measurement. They then created graphs to demonstrate
their learning. Mr. Moffett asked Year 5 to create a new obstacle course for Sports Day.
They were given a specific amount of space which they could use on the pitch. The
children had to use their knowledge of area and perimeter to create a variety of obstacles,
which would fit within this space. They then created 3D models of their obstacles courses,
which were displayed outside the Year 5 classrooms. Year 6 decided to create an RDS
bank, where children would be awarded tokens, which they could then use to buy items
from the bank. Each group had to create their own currency, create a marketing strategy
for their bank and pitch it to the Year 6 teachers. Wow – what a busy week for the children
using so many Mathematic skills in many different real life contexts!
For our homework competition, the children were asked to create a variety of art based
Mathematics projects. We had an unprecedented amount of entries that we displayed
in our upstairs atrium. The children created colour wheel clocks, quadrilateral robots,
tangram zoos, tessellations and much more! There were so many amazing projects
submitted that the teachers had a very difficult task choosing the winners.
Finally, we had KS1 and KS2 ‘Guess How Many?’ jars which were situated in our reception
area. The children loved using their estimation skills to make their guesses. We even had
some parents getting involved!
Over the course of the week, children at RDS have had the opportunity to join in break
time clubs with the Year 6 Maths Leaders as well as having a go on the challenge board.
They have continued to impress us throughou t the year with their improving problem
solving and reasoning skills. They can articulate their findings with clarity and their
enthusiasm for learning Maths has been a pleasure to see. We can’t wait to see what
next year brings!
Laura O’ Driscoll and Hannah Franklin
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Community and Charity
Over this academic we have supported and participated in a variety of philanthropic events.
Our FORDS bake sale in October this year raised money to support the Al Jalila foundation. Thank you to
everyone who donated cakes, ran the stalls and purchased a delicious treat.
Furthermore, in November we were very excited as a group of our students visited the Al Rawafed School.
The children shared Sheikh Zayed poems and then wrote their own together. They read stories to each other
and started to make new friends. On returning to school the students really wanted the children to come
to us. The students created a timetable, including subjects such as Art, Drama, Music, PE and Robotics. RDS
teachers offered to help, PH7 provided a lunch and STS helped out with transport. On Sunday 4th November
10 students came to RDS for the day and it was fantastic! We all learnt so much from each other.
During our National Day event we raised money for Red Crescent and Rawafed by providing fun games for
the student community to participate in. This was the idea of one of our Year 5 students, Yossef and he was
supported by some of his peers in Year 5. Charity club students also contributed to this event and helped
raised money by providing fun games for students. Thank you to all the parents who donated prizes and
helped on the day.
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In February, Year 5, as part of their concept linked to communication between countries and global citizenship
the students planned and hosted a bake sale to raise money for Dubai Cares. We were impressed with their
effort and passion.
In March, we were inspired by a visit from the Austrian Special Olympics team who spent a morning at our
school. It was so incredible to see how our students interacted with these determined young people who
were here to represent their country in a variety of sporting events.
In April, Charity club organized a talent show and selected a group of talented RDS students to perform
to our younger students in the foundation stage. Charity club also sold books to raise money and ran a
competition where students had to guess how many lids were in the jar to win a t-shirt made from recycled
plastic. Thank you for your great ideas’ girls!
During the holy month of Ramadan, we have continued to have our clothes donation box in association
with Red Crescent and OMO washing powder and in addition this year we have introduced a new initiative
for RDS by providing a Ramadan Fridge for our families to donate food for the local community. We have
also participated in the Joy of Eid project at the REDTAG department store at the Arabian Centre and helped
provide clothes for underprivileged children.
Another great year for charity and community. We thank everyone involved for their continued support with
all that we do and care about.
Suzannah Hoskin - Charity Representative

Eco Awareness
At RDS, we are committed to our Eco responsibilities and try our best to
reduce, reuse and recycle. Our Eco team have worked hard this year to make
a difference within the school with regards to recycling more of our plastic
waste and batteries, planting and looking after our vegetable, flower and
herb gardens. Hannah and Nouran, our lovely Eco warriors have been meeting
weekly to organize and plan up-coming events or take part in jobs that need
doing. They have also been reminding staff and students about simple steps
that can be taken to make a difference to our environment. During the year
we have supported ‘The World’s largest lesson’ where the children learnt
about the pollution in our oceans. They enjoyed lessons that were interactive
and age appropriate, helping them to understand the importance of using
less plastic and picking up our litter so it doesn’t end up in our oceans. World
Environment Day was incorporated into ESI week and the school took part in
daily Eco challenges such as no electricity for a short period of time, no paper
day and reminders about saving water.
‘Plant a seed’ week was successful with hundreds of children throughout
the school taking part. After making a newspaper pot as part of their home
learning, they came to plant a seed of their choice at school and waited for
their plant to establish. They then enjoyed replanting their newspaper pots
a few weeks later in the flower beds and independently looking after them
during their break times. We have had some very successful tomatoes and
courgettes throughout the winter season which has been wonderful to see.
Our basil which has been growing in the bistro area went wild so the Eco
Warriors harvested it and enjoyed selling it to the teachers in the school. It
soon grew back so basil harvesting has been an on-going job! The money
that was raised was put back into our garden supplies.
The Eco warriors have spoken in assembly to raise awareness within the school
about turning off the lights when leaving the classroom and remembering to
recycle. Each class in the school was given a badge to allocate a student each
day to remember these things and encourage their class as well.
On-going projects include reducing single use plastics in the canteen. We are
working with PH7 to eliminate single use plastic completely and hope that
one day, everyone will use the RDS lunch boxes.
We hope that your children have enjoyed the Eco projects this year and continue
to be passionate about looking after our planet. Thank you for your support.
Hannah Bracken
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National Day
National Day was such a special day for our community! We all
dressed in traditional clothes or the colours of the UAE flag. Our
day started with a wonderful assembly full of performances such
as poems, oath readings, songs and even some traditional dance!
We also learnt about the seven Emirates of the UAE.
Throughout the day we had a wide range of UAE themed activities
for everyone to enjoy, including Arabic calligraphy, a puppet
show, the return of the camel and falcon, a photo booth and
traditional crafts. Traditional food such as leqaimet was freshly
baked on the day for everyone to try. We were also lucky enough
to have the UAE Heritage center support our day by building a
traditional house and supermarket for us to explore!
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This year we had a very special guest, Saif Ali Abdulla, who came
into school to inspire us with his positive words of kindness and
to share with us how proud he is to be part of the UAE Miltary!
We loved every part of National Day, watching everyone come
together and feeling proud of this nation we live in. A BIG thank
you to everyone involved for all the hard work that created such
a special day!

International Day
We are very proud of our diverse family at Royal Dubai School and International
Day was a wonderful celebration of our community coming together to celebrate
cultures.
The Global Village, created in our hall, was a wonderful opportunity for students and
family members to learn about cultures through food, information and inspiring
displays.
The morning assembly and mini-shows were a chance to experience songs,
dances, poetry and music from around the RDS world. This year, we were joined
by a wonderful African dance group, courtesy of Global Village and a local Dabka
group. Our assembly was made extra-special because of the students and staff that
performed for the whole school proudly showing their culture.
The students enjoyed sharing food in their classrooms for the international feast. This
was a chance to try something new and to learn about different cultures.
We are grateful for the dedication and hard work from the parents in FORDS (Friends
of Royal Dubai School). They are dedicated to creating memorable events that show
why RDS is an amazing international community.
International Day shows just why Royal Dubai School is a true international family.
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KS2 Camps
Year 5 & 6 Camp - Al Jeer Camp, Ras Al Khaimah with Ecoventure
Year 6 - 8th- 10th January 2019, Year 5 - 3rd- 5th March 2019
This year, Year 5 & 6 camp took place at the Al Jeer Camp, Ras Al Khaimah. Al Jeer Camp is set at the
foot of the Ras Al Khaimah mountain range. With access to a sheltered marina (for water activities),
a high ropes course, a classroom and a lab. During the trip, the students stayed for two nights and
three days at the purpose-built Adventure Centre in Ras Al Khaimah.
Students from across Years 5 and 6 took part in a range of adventure activities which built upon the
skills developed at previous years’ camp trips. As well as this, our students were able to experience
activities that gave them the opportunity to experience real life learning and see how the theory
taught in class applies to real life situations.
Some of the exciting activities included Squid Dissection; Animal Encounters; Jacobs Ladder; Raft
Building; Kayaking; Wind Surfing; Camp Fire; Leap of Faith; Mangrove Exploration and many more.
With our growing use of social media, we were able to allow parents to feel closer to the action!
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Year 3 & 4 Camp - Dibba, Fujairah with Northstar
Year 3 - 20th-21st March 2019, Year 4 - 19th-20th March 2019
Year 3 and 4 camp took place in Dibba, Fujairah with Northstar. Set amongst the region’s best
trekking, kayaking and sailing areas, the site is equipped with quality outdoor gear. RDS students
stayed for two days and one night.
Taking part in activities such as Survival Skills; Abseiling; Low Ropes; Archery; Zip Line; Trebuchet;
Rock Climbing.
It was a pleasure to see how the students were so brave in overcoming challenges that they faced.
For many it was the first time they stayed away from Mum and Dad! They returned with many fun
stories that they will keep forever.
With our growing use of social media, we were able to allow parents to feel closer to the action!
Students’ experiences about camp
“My favourite thing about camp was the egg drop challenge we beat the teachers.”
“I loved camp because we got to do lots of new activities and hang out with our friends!”
“I really enjoyed camp. The squid dissection was amazing!”
“Camp was amazing because it was so good to do so many new activities, the new site was great!”
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Digital Learning
The use of technology is well and truly embedded into everyday life here at Royal Dubai School. It
is used daily by teachers to stimulate and engage children in their lessons. Technology is used by
the children to create, research and present.
Our new Innovation Lab had its grand opening back in September where radio presenters from Al
Arabiya cut the ribbon and officially opened the room. It is a space where children are invited to
come and use the technology we have and where they are encouraged to be creative and innovative.
Our new purchases this year have gone down a storm! The 3D printer, particularly, has been a hit
with the children. In Year 6, the children used it to create their classroom of the future and, in Year
5, all the children made Viking name key rings and designed a Viking long house. The children have
also been busy using the drones. In Maths, they have been estimating and recording how far the
drones fly at different speeds and over differing amounts of time. In Science, children have been
testing the effect of wind on the drones and thinking about fair testing.

92

Throughout the year, Digital Citizenship has had a big emphasis within our learning; ensuring
the safe and appropriate use of technology. As a result, children can use their personal devices to
pursue lines of enquiry and answer questions during lessons with ease and efficiency.
There has been some really exciting Digital Learning going across the school this year. In Year 1, the
children have used the Bluebots with a Maths link by coding the floor robots to the correct answers
on a Maths grid. In Year 2, the children animated a story using an app called Puppet Pals. In Year 3,
the children used the Dash Robots and coded them as Willy Wonkamoving around his chocolate
factory. In Year 4, the children made a Maths quiz using a block coding website called Scratch. In
Year 5, the children used a green screen and created a live news report about the Viking raids on
Lindisfarne. Finally, in Year 6, the children created their own websites.
We held an exhibition of Digital Learning in April to showcase all we do at RDS. There were thirteen
stands all managed by children. At each stand, the parents were presented to and shown examples
of how a specific App or Program is used in class to enhance learning. Parents then had the
opportunity to have a play! This event was a real success and we are looking forward to running it
again next year.
There have been some special moments this year. One huge highlight was when the Austrian
Special Olympic team visited the school and the Tech Team organised a workshop using the Dash
robots. The Olympians had to race the robots around a track - it was great fun!
Digital detox day was interesting and reminded children how lucky they are to live in this digital
age. It really has been an exciting year for Digital Learning. Here at RDS, we are continually looking
for new technology to enhance teaching and learning a who knows what next year will bring!
Matt Weir

PENG
Professor John Hattie (Auckland University, New Zealand) conducted a fifteen year
analysis involving 83 million students to see what worked in education. He found that
parental encouragement and high expectations were the critical elements in parenting
support and that the effect of ‘Parental Engagement’ over a student’s school career
amounted to adding an extra two to three years of education. We, at Royal Dubai
School, are privileged to have involved, caring and supportive parents who have helped
us nurture our students into global citizens!
We have been lucky enough to have parents attend workshops led by both teachers
and other professionals. The teacher-led workshops have focused on specific curriculum
areas whilst those led by other professionals have looked at other areas of our children’s
lives. Our wonderful parents have hosted tables for both National and International
Day - both highlights of the school calendar. Seeing our parents involved, not only
academically but socially and emotionally too, has given the RDS students the support
and encouragement they need to be successful.
The PE department has provided amazing parental engagement in the form of Sports
Day, the swimming galas and, of course, the not-to-be-missed parent, teacher and
student matches where there is much light-hearted rivalry!
Thank you to one and all for making RDS a truly family orientated school.
Tania Basson
Head of Parental Engagement

93

Moral Education
This year we have seen so many incredible events and activities to support the
children’s learning in Moral Education. The school supported Anti- Bullying Week
through a range of activities and enriching learning experiences. The children
have been trying hard all year to carry out random act of kindness, and this has
been recognised and celebrated during assemblies and Act of Kindness Week.
They have also participated in the GEMS Jewel of Kindness. Each child was given
a GEMS Jewel’s Passport which they had to complete. In order to do so, they had
to show random acts of kindness in a variety of ways. This enabled the children
to understand and recognise how easy it is to show kindness every single day, as
well as promote kindness every single day.
Carla Ainscow
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Civic & Cultural Understanding
This year we have been very busy with UAE Social Studies. We revamped our
#MyDubai unit at the start of the year to link it in with our own RDS EXPO in
the lead up to Dubai hosting EXPO2020. Each year group began by looking at
where Dubai has come from in the past before looking at what we think the
future of Dubai will look like. Each year group had a different focus on what we
think Dubai of the future will look like including schools, transport and homes
of the future. The children went through the planning phase before creating a
prototype which was displayed at our EXPO on National Day.
On National Day we had a very exciting day with a range of activities for all
year groups. The day began with an exciting assembly filled with information,
songs, dances and much more. The children were also excited for a visit from
Saif Ali Abdulla, the Radio DJ from Pearl FM. Before becoming a Radio Presenter,
Saif was a member of the UAE armed forces and the Civic and Cultural Leaders
were proud to present him with thank you letters from all the children to thank
him, and all the members of the Armed Forces, for their hard work protecting
our country.
The children have enjoyed bringing their learning to life this year with school
trips around Dubai. From trips to Dubai Frame, the Souks, Dubai Museum,
Meydan Racecourse and to the EXPO2020 site. This allowed the children to
see what they have been learning about and to consolidate and deepen their
understanding.
It has been a very exciting year for UAE Social Studies where the children have
gained valuable information about the country they live in.
Scarlett Gray
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Production
This year the RDS production took a journey ‘under the sea’ with
Ariel and her aquatic friends in Disney’s The Little Mermaid JR.
Our talented budding actors whisked the audience into the magical
underwater kingdom, where we re-lived the story of the young,
spirited mermaid, who was longing to be part of the human world.
The endless hours of script-learning, rehearsals, prop design, lights,
music, sound checks and costume fittings were certainly worth
the effort. Cast, teachers and all supporting staff came together
to deliver a hugely successful show. Well done and thank you to
everyone who made it a truly memorable event.

96

97

Mariamma Varkey Award
I was very proud to have the privilege to attend a ceremony in
October 2018 where Faith Fauchelle received recognition as the
GEMS Early and Primary Years Inclusion Teacher Winner as part of
the GEMS Mariamma Varkey Awards. It was a pleasure to spend
the evening with Faith and her very proud mum to celebrate and
recognise Faith’s achievements. Faith was selected from the GRDS
2017 -18 monthly teacher prize award winners to go forward as the
RDS representative due to her remarkable impact across the school
and within the Dubai Inclusion Network. During her acceptance
speech Faith very humbly dedicated the award to all of the staff and
parents who she works with every day to make a difference to the
lives of RDS students! We are very grateful for all Faith has achieved
during her time at RDS.
Vicky Martin - Principal
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“Highly strategic and collaborative practices accurately identify the
needs of students with SEND. The school uses assessment results
with proficiency to develop timely and effective intervention”. - DSIB
“Parents are systematically involved in all stages of their children’s
education. They make significant contributions to the school’s highquality provision and are central to the planning and review of their
children’s individual education plans. They are kept fully informed by
the school, receiving frequent progress report - DSIB
Parent quote “In particular I wanted say how happy we have been
with the entire ACE team especially Mrs Faith Fauchelle for all of her
sound advice and support. Joshua has gone from a student who
struggled in all aspects of his learning to a student who has passed
all of his Year 6 exams”.
Faith will be dearly missed as she and her family have moved to Italy
in anticipation of the arrival of her new baby. Faith kindly supported
the school with the appointment of a new SENCO who will work with
the team to continue to build on the great success of Faith’s legacy.
We wish Faith and her family all the best for the future.
Vicky Martin - Principal

As part of the Mariamma Varkey Award each school selects a teacher-of-the month award winner from
nominations received from parents, teachers and students. Congratulations to all of our GEMS Royal
Dubai School Award winners this year for your commitment and contribution to learning and teaching.

Carla Ainscow - September 2018

Ellie Gosling - October 2018

Michael Morgan - November 2018
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Sophie Budgen - December 2018

Sanha Aziz - January 2019

Clare O’Keefe - February 2019

Liadh Sheehan - March 2019

Yasmeen Shatoury - April 2019

Maggie Deery - May 2019

H.H. Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak
Award for Excellence 2018
Thenuli Gamage

The distinguished Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak
Awards for Excellence is awarded to one girl in
every GEMS school. This year, the award went to
Thenuli Gamage for her exceptional academic
success and commitment to the school.
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Thenuli is involved in many aspects of RDS life.
She is an active member of the Student Council
and was the student spokesperson when we
welcomed the Austrian Special Olympics team.
She enjoys Performing Arts and performed a
lead role in this year’s school production of The
Little Mermaid. She is in the Royal Dance Squad
performing at many competitions and also took
part in a Drama competition called ‘Monologue
Slam!’ She is an accomplished guitar player and performs with the school orchestra
and choir.
“Being Sheikha Fatima has really given Thenuli a confidence boost and raised her
profile in the classroom and across the school. She is a responsible student, who
demonstrates a positive attitude to learning and exceptional behaviour at all times.
She encourages her peers to work harder and inspires others to learn and succeed
in all areas of the curriculum. Thenuli is passionate about English and loves to read
and her love of reading inspires her writing. She has produced outstanding pieces of
writing across the year both in fiction and non-fiction writing. However, I am always
blown away by Thenuli’s flare for poetry – she combines her love of music and rhythm
with literature so effortlessly!” – Rebecca Farrell - Class Teacher“
I am happy to have been this year’s Sheikha Fatima award winning. Helping is the best
thing you can ever do for someone. When you see that they are happy, it makes me
happy. The award has allowed me to do that in the school.” Thenuli Gamage

Graduating Class of
2018-2019
Mostafa Abdelaziz
Nationality: Egyptian.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Nice and friendly.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being quiet.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An engineer.

Mohammed Adel
Alfalasi

Nationality: Emirati.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Thoughtful and
kind.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? My best friends and my teachers.
What will you be most remembered
for? Sharing my food in class.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Studying at
MIT and training to be a businessman for
selling devices of very high technology.

Haya Amiri
Nationality: Emirati.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Hyper and friendly.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being a Civic Leader.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
In college studying.

Ethan Chan

Lukas Hanzlik

Jaafar Hassan

Nationality: Malaysian.

Nationality: Czech.

Nationality: Iraqi.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Witty and creative.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and motivating.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The lessons and the teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The amazing children and the
teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being the person who loved
English lessons.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Inventing new gadgets to help the
world and studying robotics.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being a Maths Leader.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An engineer for life sized Hot Wheel cars.

What will you be most remembered
for? Making people laugh wherever I
go and making sad people happy.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I
will be an architect, learning business
at Harvard University.
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Ali Hamoudi

Munther Jaghbir

Asma Jegham

Nationality: Iraqi.

Nationality: Jordanian and Palestinian.

Nationality: Tunisian.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Intelligent and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and friendly.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The PE staff and Mr Weir.

What will you miss the most
about RDS? Everything – all the nice
moments.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Sports and teachers.

What will you be most remembered
for? For being the first one to score 3
goals against Repton.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? A
footballer playing for Liverpool.
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What will you be most remembered
for? The one who wasn’t afraid to be
himself.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Studying
to be an astronaut or a paleontologist.

What will you be most remembered
for? I will be remembered as a
swimmer.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be a veterinarian.

Eshal Kashif

Kirill Khoroshaev

Vivian Melkonian

Nationality: Pakistani.

Nationality: Russian.

Nationality: Armenian.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Sporty and
creative.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Intelligent and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Intelligent and
thoughtful.

What will you miss the most about
RDS?
My amazing friends and
teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The special events like National
Day.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? Contributing to RDS’ maths ranking.

What will you be most remembered for?
For being the only one who likes algebra.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Hopefully I will be a photographer.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
At university studying physics and
mathematics.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Graduating from Oxford University to
be an International Lawyer.

Gautam Menon

Enaiyah Mohammad

Nationality: Indian and Australian.

Nationality: Pakistani and English.

Sara Abdulrahman
Al Sharhan

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Cunning and fast.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Smart and
helpful.

What will you be most remembered
for? For being in the netball squad.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Accelerated reader and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? For being good at maths and sport.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be either a mathematician or a
cricketer.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers.
What will you be most remembered
for? For being smart.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Running my own bakery.

Nationality: Emirati, Lebanese &
American.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Weird and friendly.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? Giving Takis to everyone.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
A vet and a fashion designer.

Ayesha Sultan

Monika Swanepoel

Nora Tariq Taher

Nationality: Welsh and Indian.

Nationality: South African.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and awesome.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Weird and
annoying.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Fast and kind.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss everything and everyone.
What will you be most remembered
for? For my love of cats and for being
in Dance Squad.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I want to be an artist or a photographer.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My desk.
What will you be most remembered
for? The girl with the longest hair in
school.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be Miss South Africa.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Everything.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being the eldest Emirati in
school.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
At university.

Tia Taleb

Isla Trainor

Shriya Vyas

Nationality: Lebanese and English.

Nationality: British.

Nationality: British.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Fun and weird.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Friendly and
intelligent.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Weird & intelligent.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and teachers.

What will you miss the most
about RDS? The teachers and the
Production.

What will you be most remembered
for? Playing Ariel in the school
Production.

What will you be most remembered
for?
Playing Prince Eric in the
Production.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I
will be studying to be a veterinarian .

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be a doctor.

Malak Dahman

Nooh Abdulla

Ali Abdulkhaleq

Nationality: Emirati, Tanzinian and
Sudanese.

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Palestinian.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Active and lazy.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Playing dodgeball and digital
learning.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? Singing and dancing.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being good at long jump.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Running a dance studio.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a businessman.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The school Production.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being funny.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be in the US and a vet.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Friendly and active.

What will you be most remembered
for? Joining RDS in Year 6.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be at university studying to be a
scientist.
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Zaid Adeel

Humza Ahmed

Saif Alafari

Nationality: Pakistani.

Nationality: Pakistani.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and smart.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and goofy.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All the people and staff.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and friends.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Funny and
creative.

What will you be most remembered
for? That I was funny and kind.

What will you be most remembered
for? That my pants fell down on
National Day in Year 6.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I want to graduate from university
and live and work in the UK as a
businessman.
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What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my friends and learning.
What will you be most remembered
for? Playing football.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An alchemist.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I would like to be an engineer.

Sarah AlKaitoob

Rashed Almulla

Mira Alshaer

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and silly.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Sports teams and my class.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Creative and
funny.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being an Emirati Ambassador
and making friends all throughout
the school.

What will you be most remembered
for? Making so many people laugh.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? At
university learning to be an artist.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Being a content creator and working
in the UAE government.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers and the learning.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being an Emirati Ambassador.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Living in the UAE and working as an
interior designer or an artist.

Ivan Astionov

Howie Baker

Rami Hamza

Nationality: Russian.

Nationality: Scottish.

Nationality: Lebanese.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Love pizza.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and cool.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and funny.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and my friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being silly and funny.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being good at rugby.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teacher and all my friends
at the school.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I will
be playing football and representing
my country.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be in Australia playing rugby for
the Hurricanes.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being kind.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I will
be going to college in France or Portugal
studying advertising or marketing.

Mathis Hazell

Leon Howard

Jood Hejazi

Nationality: British and French.

Nationality: English.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and leadership.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? All the teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? I will be remembered for my
enthusiasm for sports (especially
football) and as goalkeeper.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I hope I will be playing in goal for
England and Chelsea first teams.

Nationality: Palestinian.

Shanaya Khan

Arshaan Khan

Noor Parham

Nationality: Iranian, Indian and Pakistani.

Nationality: Indian.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Caring and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Competitive and
popular.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and cool.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? Everything.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being best at videogames.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I think I will be living in America and
be a streamer or a Youtuber.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss everything about
RDS. I really enjoyed my time here..

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All the staff and the pupils.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Funny and
helpful.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss all the teachers and
the fun stuff we do at RDS.
What will you be most remembered
for? Always being helpful.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Hopefully a baker.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my friends and my teachers.

What will you be most remembered
for? For being Creative Arts Leader.

What will you be most remembered
for? My sporting achievements.

What will you be most remembered
for? For being a kind person who
helps lots of people.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will probably be a singer in Canada.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An athlete and businessman.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be an actress.

Huzaifa Rangwala

Mohammad
Sultan Binhatem

Subuhi (Subi)
Siddiqui

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Pakistani.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and quiet.
What will you miss the most about RDS?
My friends, teachers and classmates.
What will you be most remembered
for? My colourful glasses.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I
will be making Youtube videos and
also following in my dads footsteps to
become a businesswoman.

Nationality: American.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and clever.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? Math Leader and Hand of God in
football.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? In
the USA studying to be a doctor.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Science lover.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? Everything.
What will you be most remembered
for? For that time I got trapped in the
toilet.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will probably be a police officer.
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Dulguun
Tumenjargal
Nationality: Mongolian.
What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Funny and
peaceful.

Tiziri Akli

Nationality: Iranian and Indian.

Nationality: Algerian.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Quiet and nice.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and artistic.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and the teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss my friends, my
teachers and Miss Lynda.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? How diverse it is.

What will you be most remembered
for? Making people happy.

What will you be most remembered
for? My dark sense of humour.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be at university studying to be a
therapist.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a doctor in Mongolia.
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Nooran Agha

What will you be most remembered
for? Being tall and the class nerd.
Where will you be and what
will you be doing in 10 years
time? In university to become an
astrophysicist.

Ali Al Ansari

Maryam Al Ghuwais

Joseph Aoun

Nationality: Emirati .

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: British and Lebanese.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Cat lover.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and cool.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers and all my friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and classmates, the
Ace department and especially Mrs
Farrell.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss the PE lessons.

What will you be most remembered
for? My smile.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a comedian.

What will you be most remembered
for? The hardest football shooter.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a football player.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be living with Yara in Lebanon.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being Innovation Leader.

Nadia Darmawan

Yara Eldick

Yara Elnaboulsy

Nationality: Indonesian.

Nationality: Egyptian and British.

Nationality: Lebanese.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Unique and
imaginative.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Crazy and a good
leader.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and kind.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Everything.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Friends and teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The Ace department and my
friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being ready for everything.

What will you be most remembered
for? Always making people laugh
and looking on the bright side.

What will you be most remembered
for? Always smiling and trying my
best.

Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Playing
in the WTA Tennis Championships.

Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I will be a
pilot in Lebanon and living with Maryam.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to become a vet, author and
cat rescuer.

Omar Mohasseb

Joonwoo Park

Rayyan Ramtoola

Nationality: Egyptian.

Nationality: South Korean.

Nationality: Irish.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Intelligent and weird.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and caring.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? PE.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The atmosphere and all my
amazing friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers, friends and the
lessons.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being Head Boy.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being Sandringham House Captain.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be at Cambridge studying
architecture.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An Emirates pilot.

Shafiqa Shamzani

Sean Thomas

Mate Vadasdi

Nationality: Malaysian.

Nationality: Indian.

Nationality: Hungarian.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Athletic and
funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and social.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and fun.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss the teachers.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being a mascot and playing on
all my sports squads.

What will you be most remembered
for? Sports and playing King Triton in
the Production.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? I will
be successful in the field of athletics.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be in college gaining my Masters
Degree.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will probably be studying Computer
Science/Gaming.

Jack Whitehouse

Ara Malkasinian

Shaimaa Mohamed

Nationality: New Zealander.

Nationality: Armenian.

Nationality: Egyptian.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and crazy.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Funny and
enthusiastic.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and funny.

What will you be most remembered
for? Saving the team in Rugby.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
An architect.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? For being Sports Leader and all
my sporting achievements.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and teachers and all
the Squads.
What will you be most remembered
for? Playing rugby.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be in New Zealand training to be
an architect.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The Sports Days.
What will you be most remembered
for? Pranking Sean with a whoopee
cushion.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Studying
to be an engineer.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being involved in sports squads.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I would like to have my own TV
channel and still be involved in sports..
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Noor Elsawy

Fathia Fathallah

Thenuli Gamage

Nationality: British and Egyptian.

Nationality: Egyptian.

Nationality: Sri Lankan.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Funny and
trustworthy.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Caring and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and creative.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Teachers and my friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and teachers.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being a House Captain.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being innovative and a good
friend.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being the Sheika Fatima winner.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be studying in Med School.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be a fashion designer.

Where will you be and what
will you be doing in 10 years
time? I will be training to be a worldrenowned Michelin Star chef.

Carrigan Haftendorn

Jasmine Hol

Malachi Joseph

Nationality: South African.

Nationality: Australian.

Nationality: Indian and American.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Sporty and
outgoing.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and crazy.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and cool.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my friends and teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Friends and Sports Day.

What will you be most remembered
for? Always looking on the bright
side.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being funny.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Everything.
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What will you miss the most about
RDS? The teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? My sports talents/abilities.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be studying to be a doctor.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be studying to be a PE teacher.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be studying architecture and
engineering.

Jaywern Leong

Saifeldeen Al Daour

Noura Ahmad Ali

Nationality: Malaysian.

Nationality: Palestinian and Jordanian.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and caring.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Sporty and
popular.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and shy.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? For being on student council.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Training to be a professional dancer.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? My speed and stamina.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Studying
to be a lawyer or a businessman.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being kind and considerate.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be an art teacher.

Lama Alkhoori

Shabib Almarzooqi

Yassein Elnayeb

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Egyptian.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Hard-working
and loyal.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and sporty.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and funny.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you be most remembered
for? My kindness.

What will you be most remembered
for? My comedy.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
A footballer.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
A footballer or an athlete.

Mohammad Thani
Alfalasi

Freya Bawarchi

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and happy.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss all the activities that
I do at RDS.
What will you be most remembered
for? Being creative.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I will be
working so that I can save and invest.

Faisal Fawaz Alattiya
Nationality: Qatari.
What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and weird.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

Nationality: Ukrainian and Lebanese.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my teachers and my friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and RDS because it
has been like my home since FS2.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being funny.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being funny.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be an engineer.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a singer and on a reality TV
show.

Thomas Cattan

Lewis Coppock

Akram Ali Eltilib

Nationality: French.

Nationality: English.

Nationality: Sudanese and American.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Enthusiastic and curious.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and sporty.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What will you miss the most about RDS?
I will miss the fun days with my friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The sports teams, the teachers
and good friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Sports and break times.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers and my friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? How funny and weird I am.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be a lawyer.

What will you be most remembered
for? For Swim Squad and working
hard and competing in competitions.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a famous footballer in the
French Football League.

What will you be most remembered
for? Running for the Cross Country team.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Running in the Olympics.

What will you be most remembered
for? Sports.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be an electrical engineer or a
footballer.
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Fernanda Houghton

Nisheli Jayarathna

Nasser Lootah

Nationality: Mexican and British.

Nationality: Sri Lankan.

Nationality: Emirati.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and loyal to
others.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and intelligent.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss all the good friends I
have made here.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? All my friends and teachers.
What will you be most remembered
for? My silly personality and my laughter.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I will be
at university studying musical theatre
and the arts.
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What will you be most remembered
for? I think I will be remembered for
my kind personality.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I will be
at university studying to be a doctor.

What will you be most remembered
for? Being funny.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Learning to fly.

Ali Maher

Priyam Mallick

Ramez Minhas

Nationality: Emirati.

Nationality: Indian.

Nationality: Pakistani.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Quiet and kind.

What two words would you use
to describe yourself? Smart and
comedic.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Mathematician
and nice.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and my teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Digital learning.

What will you be most remembered
for? Representing the school in the
Scholars Cup.

What will you be most remembered
for? I will be remembered for being
a leader.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time? At
college studying to be a doctor.

Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? Studying
to be an aeronautical engineer.

Jemima Olajide

Presley Riche

Nationality: Nigerian.

Nationality: American.

Marina SasselliAgueda

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Nice and kind.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Smart and funny.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? I will miss everyone who has
supported and helped me.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends.
What will you be most remembered
for? For being kind and helpful.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying to be a doctor.

What will you be most remembered
for? My niceness.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a children’s story writer like JK
Rowling.

What will you be most remembered
for? For my weird personality.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I will be
studying hard to become a math teacher.

Nationality: Spanish.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and joyful.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? My teachers, my friends and the
Dance Squad.
What will you be most remembered for?
Being in the Dance Squad and Production.
Where will you be and what will you
be doing in 10 years time? I want to
be a singer or an actress.

Mariana SeverinoRodrigues

Hannah Siriwardane

Ahmed Wahb

Nationality: Sri Lankan.

Nationality: Egyptian.

Nationality: Portuguese.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and creative.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Teachers and friends.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? Sports Day.

What will you be most remembered
for? As a Leader.

What will you be most remembered
for? My Math smartness.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
I will be a hair stylist and an ice skater.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
A gamer or an engineer.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Funny and sporty.
What will you miss the most about
RDS? My friends and the staff.
What will you be most remembered
for? For my bubbly personality.
Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Travelling the world.

Yousef Yassin

Tameem Zgallai

Nationality: Egyptian.

Nationality: English and Libyan.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Kind and funny.

What two words would you use to
describe yourself? Sporty and funny.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The friendly teachers.

What will you miss the most about
RDS? The Squads and teachers.

What will you be most remembered
for? My kindness.

What will you be most remembered
for? My achievements.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
At university studying to become a
computer engineer.

Where will you be and what will
you be doing in 10 years time?
Studying at university to become an
architect.

Successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities.
They vary in their desires to reach their potential.
John Maxwell
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Staff at RDS

Senior Leadership
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Admin Team

FOH Team

Creative Arts

ACE Department

Clinic Team
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Islamic

Languages

FS1

FS2

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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FS1 & FS2 TA

Key Stage 2 TA
115

Year 1 TA

Year 2 TA

Bus Drivers
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Support Staff

Goodbye and Good Luck
To the staff moving on this year

Angela Bowe

Anthony Riley

Carla Ainscow

Faith Fauchelle

Hannah Bracken
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Kyle Moffett

Laura O’ Driscoll

Leigh Saunders

Marissa Soares

Matthew Weir

Meg Fisher

Michael Morgan

Rawaa Badhra

Shaima Magdi

Rebecca Farrell

Thank you for your contributions to our learning community.

Autographs
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